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INTERNATIONAL 


SOVIET REACTION TO U.S. DELAY IN RATIFYING SALT II 
Moscow NOVOSTI DAILY REVIEW in English 1 Apr 80 pp 1-2 
[Article by Spartak Beglov, APN political observer] 


[Text] U.S. President Jimmy Carter's recent statement that he might back 
down on the SALT-2 treaty, which was signed in Vienna in the summer of 
1979, (provided a certain "subsequent development” holds out causes for 
such a revision of attitude) has aroused anxiety everywhere in the world, 
including, naturally, Moscow. 


Indeed, Washington is next to none in the ability to completely distort 
the position of another side in order to shake off all responsibility for 
its own actions! This time too, all sorts of radio stations at its serv- 
ice are describing Moscow's reaction to the President's statement as its 
"unpreparedness" to fulfill the treaty. This allegation, which is clearly 
aimed at simpletons is based on the hope that people do not know the 
difference between a signed treaty and a ratified one. 


Washington is behaving as if SALT-2 is oneway traffic for Americans alone-- 
both those who see its advantages (the only question is what advantage-- 
one for the cause of disarmament, i.e., the prime idea of signing such a 
treaty, or for the promotion of narrow political interests) and those who 
come out against the treaty. 


Let us examine some facts. When late last summer the American President 
decided to postpone the ratificiation of SALT-2, a "Cuban crisis" was 
invented. Subsequently, when he decided to defer ratificiation "indefi- 
nitely," the events in Afghanistan began to be artificially dramatised. 
Who can guarantee that no new pretexts for not ratifying the treaty at 
all are found? The White House, for its part, has refused to provide 
such guarantees. 


In such circumstances, it is at least ambiguous to invite the Soviet Union 
to fulfill the provisions of SALT-2 regardless of its final destiny in 
America. The Soviet Union cannot be sure that Washington's "interest" 

in the fulfillment of the treaty provisions will not turn out to be the 

















opposite as soon as American politicians benefit by SALT-2 in their 
election race and American generals gain time to materialize their 
ambitious plans of rearmament. 


Speaking about the "conveniences" and "inconveniences" of SALT-2 for the 
U.S. it is appropriate to say that those in America who are responsible 
for ite foreign policy--in the administration and Congress alike--have 
been consistent and scrupulous in one thing only: they have seen to it 
that their manoevres around the treaty should not create any inconveni- 
ences for the military-industrial complex. 


In front of me, I have the text of one of the most passionate speeches 
which have been made in Washington in the past few weeks on the "pros" and 
"cons" of new systems of weapons. It belongs to Defense Secretary Harold 
Brown and is full of "arguments" in favor of such systems. Testifying 
before a congressional committee on March 25, Mr Brown spelled out what 

he thought to be the latest and irresistible set of "arguments" in favor 
of deploying the MX missile system. 


Quite a few other moves in the same direction of steadily perfecting the 
U.S. strategic forces are inherent in the Pentagon's projects despite 
the fact that they may enter into conflict with the restrictions imposed 


What is the value of the President's signature to the treaty? This 
question is asked in Moscow and in other capitals now. To prove the 
validity of this signature, it is all the more necessary to put this 
document into effect without delay, i.e., ratify it. Clearly, cast 

logic is on Moscow's side. As regards the USSR's preparedness and ability 
to fulfill SALT-2, there is hardly any need to prove that the Soviet Union 
is a reliable partner in any treaty. It honors the obligations it assumes. 
All the more so when it is a matter of a vitally important decision which 
has been supported by all peoples--to erect a barrier in the way of the 
race in strategic weapons. 


cso: 1812 
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NIKOLAYEV ON ADVERSE ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF PURSUING ARMS RACE 
Moscow RABOCHIY KLASS I SOVREMENNYY MIR in Russian No l, Jan/Feb 80 pp 54-62 


[Article by G. A. Nikolayev: "Some Socioeconomic Problems of Disarmament 
and Trade Unions") 


(Text) Disarmament is a key problem of modern times. Whether relaxation 
of international tension enjoys further development or a return to the 
"cold war" occurs, whether international cooperation deepens or con- 
frontation becomes more acute, and whether things start being done about 
halting the arms race or a new, even steeper and more dangerous spiral of 
the race begins will depend on successful solution of this problem. 


The urgency of these problems grows even more today in connection with 

the decision made by the December session of NATO to produce and deploy, 

in a number of West European states, new American strategic missiles. 

This decision and its implementation cannot but have an effect on the 
political situation in Europe and the world, and on the level of security 
and trust which had been achieved in the 1970's. Striving to avert this 
process, and consistently and persistently following a course toward 
consoiidation of peace and elimination of the threat of military conflicts, 
the Soviet Union proposed new initiatives in October of last year, spelled 
out in a speech by CPSU Central Committee General Secretary, Chairman of 
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in Berlin. 
With the consent of other socialist countries in the Warsaw Pact, our 
country announced its decision to unilaterally reduce the strength of Soviet 
troops and the quantity of military equipment in Central Europe and its 
readiness to reduce the quantity of medium-range nuclear weapons in the 
country's western regions, were additional weapons of this sort not de- 
ployed in West Europe. 





Consequently the Soviet proposals were aimed at averting a new upward 

trend in the arms race, assuming a road of real disarmament, and preserving 
and multiplying the fruits of relaxation and peaceful cooperation. This 
has especially important significance to the trade unions, which are the 
largest organizations watching over the socioeconomic interests of the 
laborers: After all, cessation of the arms race and disarmament would not 








only relieve mankind of the threat of world thermonuclear catastrophe, but 
it would also make it possible to free tremendous material resources and 
manpower that could be utilized to solve many important social and economic 
problems of the modern world. 


The overwhelming majority of trade unions, representing different orienta- 
tions and belonging to different countries, approved the signing of the 
SALT-TWO treaty and actively supported its ratification. 


The new Soviet peace initiatives were also met with great satisfaction by 
the international trade union movement. They received full approval and 
Support in statements by a number of trade union forums and in statements 
by trade union executives in European states. Meetings, demonstrations, 
protest marches, and other actions organized by trade unions in most 
countries of Europe attained their culmination on opening day of the NATO 
session--10 December 1979. The laborers of Europe demanded rejection of 
plans for deploying American strategic nuclear weapons on the European 
continent, and they spoke out against transforming this continent into a 
nuclear storehouse for the Pentagon, into its missile arsenal. 


The great significance and urgency of the Soviet Union's proposals were 
noted in many speeches by participants of the Third European Trade Union 
Conference held in Geneva 12-13 October 1979. Executives of trade centers 
representing different orientations in the countries of Europe, and all 
major trends in the international trade union movement, took part in its 
proceedings. They emphasized that deepening of relaxation of tension and 
development of international cooperation has presently acquired priority 
significance to the trade union movement. 


The deep interest displayed by trade unions in such development of the 
events was documented in a number of publications of many national and 
international trade centers, the largest ones being the World Federation of 
Trade Unions (WFTU), the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
(ICFTU), and the World Confederation of Labor (WCL). 


During their 16th congress (March 1977) the Soviet trade unions approved 

an appeal to laborers and trade unions of the world to undertake an energetic 
effort to avert material preparations for war, which were creating a serious 
threat to the security of all nations. 


A memorandum of the AUCCTU sent to participating trade centers of the 

Third European Trade Union Conference expressed deep concern over the 
continuation of the dangerous arms race, dangerous because serious har 
could come to all that had been done in recent years in behalf of relaxation. 


Actively supporting the Soviet peace proposals, the AUCCTU proposed reaching 
an agreement on concrete joint actions to be taken by the trade unions in 
the struggle against the growing military danger. 

















The AUCCTU memorandum expressed a readiness to participate most actively in 
initiatives undertaken in this aspect by trade centers in any country. 


The World Federation of Trade Unions has always consistently and persistently 
spoken out in behalf of peace and disarmament, and in behalf of developing 
relaxation and cooperation among all nations. Once again it clearly con- 
firmed this position in documents of the Ninth World Congress of Trade 
Unions held in Prague in April 1978, and mainly in the "Orientation and 
Action Document" and in the congress's solemn appeal to all of the world's 
laborers and trade union organizations. Expansion and intensification of 
the struggle for peace, for development of relaxation and cooperation among 
all nations, and for disarmament are named as the priority tasks of the 
trade unions in the central section of the "Orientation and Action Document." 
Noting the extreme danger of continuing the arms race, this fundamental 
program document of the Ninth World Congress of Trade Unions emphasizes that 
by absorbing incredible resources, it is having a serious effect upon the 
living conditions of the laborers and peoples. ! 


The solemn appeal of the congress indicates the tremendous urgency of the 
disarmament problem, solution of which would eliminate the threat of war 
and "would tremendously promote completion of the most important tasks of 
our times." It also discusses the positive changes which cessation of the 
arms race would bring about for laborers of all countries: 


improvement of position in the economy of capitalist countries, particularly 
creation of a significant quantity of new jobs; 


liberation of resources with which to establish a new, more-just, peaceful 
economic order called upon to put an end to the serious consequences of 
colonial dominance; 


improvement of medical services and of the quality of national education, 
and creation of acceptable living conditions for the families of laborers; 


allocation of major assets for nature protection, water and air treatrent, 
and improvement of the environment. 


The documents of the WFTU contain a sufficiently broad program of utilizing 
resources which could be freed as a result of disarmament. 


The WFTU devotes a great deal of attention to coordinating the actions of 
trade unions in the struggle against the arms race and for disarmament. 
Indicative in this aspect is the 2lst Session of the WFTU Bureau held 

20-22 November 1979 in Berlin. In a special meeting devoted to disarmament 
the WFTU Bureau adopted two important documents--the Appeal to Laborers and 
Trade Unions of the World, and the Message to the International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions. 

















These documents note that the continuing arms race is not only poisoning 
the world political climate, but it is also doing considerable harm to 
economic development, reducing the standard of living of the laborers, 
stimulating inflation, and aggravating the unemployment problem. The WFTU 
expressed its certainty in the need for energetic efforts by the trade 
unions in the struggle for disarmament, emphasizing that they must not 
allow themselves to become dissociated and isolated, instead keeping them- 
selves coordinated, unified, and purposeful. The message contains an appeal 
to the ICFTU to develop a single program of trade union actions in support 
of disarmament, and to take concrete steps in this direction in the near 
future. 


Over a long period of time (from the 1950's to the first half of the 1960's) 
together with leaders of social-democracy the ICFTU openly supported mili- 
tarization of West Europe, the aggressive designs of NATO, and the im- 
perialist policy of Western powers in general. 


It was not until the early 1970's, as a result of the deepening conflicts 

in capitalist society and the change associated with this in the social 
climate of Western countries, that the leadership of the ICFTU began acting 
more realistically in evaluating the pressing international problems, to 
include the struggle for peace and disarmament. Trade centers such as the 
WCL (Great Britain) the ONP [not further identified] (FRG), the trade union 
centers of the Scandanavian countries, and some others that had joined the 
struggle for disarmament, cessation of imperialist aggression, and relaxa- 
tion of international tension doubtlessly had an influence upon the positive 
changes occurring in the position of the ICFTU's leadership. 


Presently the ICFTU is arguing more and more definitely against the arms 
race and for disarmament and prohibition of nuclear weapons. Thus a special 
resolution devoted to the struggle for peace and disarmament was adopted at 
its regular, llth congress (1975). This resolution emphasized in particu- 
lar that “growth in military expenditures is creating a serious threat to 
peace on Earth, and it is also leading to extremely nonuniform distribution 
of the meager economic resources, in a time when millions of people are 
starving and living in terrible conditions." The resolution condemned "the 
conduct of atmospheric nuclear tests by some governments in recent years, 

in opposition to the requirements of world public opinion," and "the irrespon- 
sible nature of the sales of nuclear technology presently occurring." 


Much attention was devoted to disarmament in the report "Priority Tasks of 
the 1980's. Goals and Programs of the ICFTU" submitted to the 12th ICFTU 
Congress (November 1979). A special section of the report titled "Peace 
and Disarmament" emphasized in particular that “any war affects mainly the 
life of the laborers" and "the international trade union movement must not 
allow the social achievements of its age-old struggle to be annihilated by 
a new destructive war." It also expresses concern in connection with the 
fact that the arms race has now spread to the developing countries, many of 
which are contributing "more of their meager resources to military goals 
rather than to peaceful development." 
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The report notes: “It would be unnatural to argue for continuation of the 
arms race on the basis that jobs must be preserved. On the other hand dis- 
armament cannot be used as an excuse for massive dismissal of laborers from 
work." The goal posed in this connection is "to find ways to utilize the 
tremendous resource» presently committed to war production, for the 
purposes of peacefi\' ~-onomic development." 


Despite the fact that the realities of the nuclear age have forced the 
leadership of the ICFTU to significantly reexamine its position of problems 
associated with the struggle for peace and disarmament, it continues to bear 
the imprint of reformist limitation. The confederation's antimilitary pro- 
grams lack a class approach to evaluating the sources of international 
tension and the nature of both the domestic and foreign policy of imperialism. 
Moreover the actions of the "CFU in defense of a policy of peace and dis- 
armament are often limited simp. to adoption of resolutions, and they are 
not reinforced by organization of mrior demonstrations by the laborers. 


The WCL views the struggle for disarmument as an inherent part of the 

struggle for satisfying the urgent requirements of the laborers. In its 

latest program of action (1975) it emphasized that "enlargement of military 
expenditures and weapon trade is scandalous in the face of the growing poverty 
of a significant proportion of mankind." Therefore “working for the good of 
peace means to wage a decisive struggle against the causes of poverty and 

the factors of injustice and war, to include unemployment, sickness, illiteracy, 
hunger, and racial discrimination. "? 


Two basic aspects can be clearly seen in documents published subsequently by 
the WCL, reflecting its negative attitude toward the arms race: 


First, it is a constant threat to the security of nations; 


second, it is a serious obstacle to their economic flourishing. Benefiting 
only the monopolies, the arms race is "a perpetual cause of inflation"; 
causing material and financial resources to be dispersed, it places a 

heavy burden upon not only the economies of industrially developed countries 
but also the developing countries, hindering the latter from concentrating 
their efforts to surmount their backwardness. ? 


Obviously this approach has much in common with the positions of the 

WFTU in relation to these problems, which creates a good foundation for 
dialog. At the same time the limited nature of the positions of the WCL, 

as is true of the positions of the ICFTU, stems from the inability of these 
organizations to evaluate this problem from a class standpoint. Declaring 
the struggle for disarmament to be an inherent part of the struggle for 
social liberation, the WCL essentially examines this struggle from the 
positions of the proponents of the so-called "bloc" strategy. The confeder- 
ation bases itself on the fact that the arms race is generated by "competition 
between two military blocs" and serves "to support the existing situation in 
the world as well as the interest, prestige, and influence of the superpowers. 
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Thus, distorting the objective causes of the arms race, the WCL is in fact 
placing the policies of the imperialist states and countries of the socialist 
fraternity in the same bag. Recently the WCL has somewhat weakened its 
attention to the disarmament problem, though there are no grounds for 
asserting that it has changed its positions in relation to these problems. 


Given all of the limitations, inconsisteneies, and contradictions in the 
positions of the ICFTU and the WCL in regard to disarmament problems, we 
cannot fail to consider that as with the WFTU, they do argue in favor of 
halting the arms race and switching military industry and military resources 
to peaceful, creative goals, and they do view military outlays as a major 
potential for resolving socioeconomic problems in the interest of the 
laborers. 


The overwhelming majority of participants of a general political debate 
held during a special session of the U.N. General Assembly on disarmament 
in summer 1978 also emphasized that the colossal material resources and 
manpower being absorbed by the arms race could be utilized to solve the 
problems of econom’: and social development, and to raise the welfare of 
nations. There was much interest in particular in a proposal by the Soviet 
Union, which suggested introducing material limitations upon the arms race 
and channeling the freed resources into peaceful purposes. As with other 
proposals submitted by our country, it was reflected in the concluding 
document of the session. 


Nevertheless the world military expenditures have been constantly growing 
for many years now, and they have now attained the astronomical sum of 

$400 billion per year. The rate of their growth is increasing as well. 
While in the 1961-1971 decade the entire world spent $2.000 trillion for 
military purposes, considering the present level of military expenditures 
this sum will be spent twice as quickly in the present era--in 5 years. 

Let us note that almost a third of the world's outlays on arms are now 
contributed by a single country--the United States of America ($130 billion). 
The projected Federal budget for the 1980 fiscal year, which will begin on 

1 October 1979, foresees another increase in the military budget; it will 
exceed $138 billion. An average of 30 percent of the total outlays in the 
state budgets of capitalist countries are military allocations, while in the 
Soviet Union they are only 7.8 percent. U.S. Secretary of State C. Vance 
admitted in Gainsville (Florida) at the end of 1979 that the United States 
and its allies were spending, for military purposes, "about 25 percent more 
than the Soviet Union and other countries of the Warsaw Pact." 


To the West, the myth of a "Soviet threat" is a stereotypic excuse for con- 
tinuing the arms race. Closing their eyes to the lessons of history and 

to the consistent policy of the Soviet Union aimed at insuring and consoli- 
dating peace, this is already the seventh decade that Western circles are 
repeating the fabrications about a Soviet military threat. The real obstacle 
in the way of relaxation and disarmament, of switching, to peaceful purposes, 
the materials presently being absorbed by the arms race, is the self-satisfying 
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interests of circles united into an influential grouping called the military- 
industrial complex. [It is noteworthy that war industry in countries of the 
West never feels the crises and siowdowns periodically raising havoc in 
other sectors of industry. It has no fear that the demand for its qoods 
would weaken, and it is not afraid of competition in the marketing of its 
goods. Even in periods of a worsening economic market, when unemployment 
rises significantly and the volume of goods sold for peaceful purposes 

drops dramatically, orders for armament invariably remain good, and the 
military budget maintains its previous proportions. A brilliant example 

in this regard is the 1970's, which were marked, as we know, by profound and 
long-lasting crisis and, at the same time, significant growth in outlays on 
armament . 





Such a privileged position predetermines the advantages the military-industrial 
complex enjoys in the profit area as well. The dividends of military concerns 
are guaranteed practically in all conditions, in which case due to the absence 
of competition that would lower prices, the proportion of these dividends 
significantly exceeds the profit. of similar enterprises in civilian sectors 
of industry. According to some estimates the difference in profit volume 
enjoyed by military and civilian business attains 70 percent. ° According 

to the Western press the USA's 100 leading military corporations received 

$42 billion profit in 1978, and 20 percent more in 1979. Just in October 

of last year alone the Pentagon submitted orders totaling $200 million to 

its traditional contractors. And in the fiscal year that ended on 1 October, 
it submitted orders totaling a record sum to military concerns of the USA-- 
$59.6 billion, or $9.2 billion more than in the previous fiscal year.® And 
although numerous firms participate in military business, the lion's share 

is concentrated in the hands of a small group of companies. Just 10 firms 
received more than a third of all orders for weapons and military equipment 

in the last 5 years. 


Without a doubt the circumstance that the secrecy associated with arms 
production hinders public control over the business owners also has an in- 
fluence of no small importance upon the dimensions of the profits enjoyed 
by military enterprises. 


However, the leadership of the military-industrial complex understands quite 
well that military business and its incredibly high profits are constantly 
threatened by one "“danger'--the practical steps being taken by states in the 
direction of disarmament, of weakening the atmosphere of tension in the 
international arena. Real long-lasting peace and disarmament threaten 
destruction of the entire foundation of the edifice erected by military 
corporations, and paralysis of one of the most effective systems for ex- 
tracting superprofits. This is why interference in international policy 
with the goal of averting disarmament is becoming the most important task 

of the military-industrial complex. Its representatives view foreign policy 
in their states not only from the standpoint of the general interests of the 
ruling class as a whole, but also from the standpoint of protecting their 
own «>ecific interests. In order to successfully complete this task, the 











military-industrial complex is mobilizing all of the forces at its disposal. 
It is precisely on this basis that it is forming an alliance with the in- 
formation business, the goal of which is to meticulousiy maintain the myth 
of a "Soviet threat". 


However, it is becoming increasingly more difficult to support this myth 

in the face of the concrete proposals and initiatives of the Soviet Union 
and other socialist countries aimed at strengthening relaxation and halting 
the arms race. This “instability,” as well as the apprehension that the 
governments of some capitalist countries might be forced, under the influence 
of progressive forces within their countries and in the world arena, to take 
political and other steps disadvantagous to the military-industrial complex, 
generate a need for finding new, additional "irrefutable" arguments in favor 
of maintaining international tension and continuing the arms race further. 
Significant forces of bourgeois science are being called in for this work 
with the goal of developing, in addition to political arguments, an entire 
complex of economic, social, psychological, and other arguments. 


In what way is the arms race in fact dependent upon economic development? 
Can the arms race in fact be a factor of social and material well-being of 
laborers, or a motive force of scientific-technical progress, even to just 
some degree? Is it possible to implement concrete measures today to limit 
the scale of military preparations and to promote disarmament, including 
conversion of the economy--that is, conversion of military production to the 
production of peaceful products, without any sort of negative economic and 
social consequences to the laborer? 


In today's conditions, all of these issues are acquiring not only an abstract, 
theoretical nature but also a truly practical one. Finding responses to them 
is important primarily to the major organizations of laborers, mainly the 
trade unions, to developing the main directions of their activities, and 

to substantiating specific alternative programs of disarmament and of mobili- 
zation of the broad masses of laborers for a struggle to implement these 
programs. 


Karl Marx wrote that military preparations "are the same thing in immediate 
economic terms as having a nation dump a part of its capital overboard. "’ 
Capitalizing on this image, we might say that “the part of the capital 
dumped overboard" now exceeds billions of dollars daily. 


This senseless waste of material resources, unprecedented in scale, is 
proceeding in a world in which one out of every three persons lacks ele- 
mentary medical care, one out of five is illiterate, one out of seven goes 
hungry, and where many millions of people are falling sacrifice to economic 
crisis, unemployment, and inflation. 


It is entirely understandable that coday's outlays on armament include 
within themselves a tremendous proijuctive potential. This is all the more 
obvious because the dimensions of the resources necessary to eliminate some 
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of the most scandalous social phenomena of the modern world are relatively 
emall, and they are no comparison at all to the volume of resources being 
absorbed by the arms race. As an example to satisfy the most acute needs 
of liberated countries in such areas as education, public health, food, 

and housing construction, we would need a sum equal to about 10 days' worth 
of world outlays on arms. Less than 1 percent of the annual sum of military 
outlays would be enough to provide pure dri king water to the population of 
our planet until 1990. Just $49 million--40 times less than the cost of 

one aircraft carrier--would be enough to do away with malaria forever. ® 


Solution of these and other socioeconomic problems, including in developed 
capitalist countries, is being facilitated by the fact that the national 
defense interests of the Western countries do not require further growth 
in military expenditures. Moreover the latter could be reduced without 
any sort of detriment to their security. U.S. President J. Carter himself 
said in June 1976 (being, of course, still a presidential candidate at that 
time): "Without jeopardizing the defense of our country or our responsibi- 
lities to our allies, we could reduce Our present defense expenditures by 
about $5-7 billion a year." 


A group of researchers of Great Britain's Labor Party came to a similar 
conclusion in 1977, publishing the book "“Sence About Defence."'® tn the 
book "The New Strategy of Military Expenditures,” recently published in the 
USA, and the results of research conducted by members of the so-called 
Boston group, the possibility for significantly reducing the Pentagon's 
budget without detriment to national security is asserted once again. !! 


Another group of American scholars presents data in the book "The Price 
of Defense" according to which the U.S. military budget could be reduced to 
$73 billion painlessly. 


However, these scientifically grounded and economically feasible measures 
are not being implemented, as we know. Moreover rather than undergoing 
reduction in full correspondence with national interests, the military 
budgets of the West continue to swell due to cuts in allocations for social 
needs. 


Distracting enormous material resources, the arms race not only fails to 
promote but also hinders solution of many socioeconomic problems. It 
creates favorable conditions for increased superprofits obtained by the 
military-industrial complex, thus stimulating its predatory designs and 
increasing its power and influence in all areas of the social life of 
bourgeois countries, power and influence used to the detriment of the socioc- 
economic interests of the broad laboring masses, for the goal of boosting 
international tension and intensifying war preparations. 


In addition the arms race significantly limits capital investments into 
the peacetime economy, inhibits development of productive forces, and re- 
tards the rate of economic development. Military allocations cannot be 
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viewed as additional capital investments into social production, since 
practically all forms of military production bypass the market of equipment 
and consumer goods, going straight to the warehouses or the military sub- 
units, without creating an additional commodity marketplace. At the same 
time military production is increasing the total volume of consumer demand. 
And growth in purchase power that is not supported by additional consumer 
goods inevitably leads to price hikes and arisal of other currency and 
financial difficulties--mainly a continuously growing budgetary deficit 
which, by increasing the state's indebtedness, elicits unlimited issue of 
paper money, which in turn is one of the underlying causes of inflation. 


Allocations formilitary research make up a significant part of total 
military outlays. The enemies of disarmament are trying to prove the 
false thesis that such research plays the role of the main motive force 
and stimulant of scientific-technical development in general, assering that 
it makes a significant contribution to world science, economics, and pro- 
duction. When we pose the issue in this way, we intentionally ignore 

some important aspects of this issue, without consideration of which it 
would be impossible to fully evaluate the influence of military research 
on scientific-technical development. 


First of all the main goal of military research is creation of specifically 
military devices. As military technology develops, the specific nature of 
this sphere constantly grows. In this case this concerns not only military 
production of the latest modern sectors of industry such as missiles and 
electronics. Those forms of products which not long ago at all could have 
been used for both military and civilian purposes are also distinguished 
by growing specificity. Thus, for example, modern trucks manufactured on 
order of military departments possess a large number of unique features 
which make their use in the civilian sphere unsuitable. 


Further specialization of military production is being accompanied by re- 
duction in the possibilities for using research results in civilian sectors 
of the economy. Constrained within the narrow framework of purely military 
tasks, military research is losing more and more of its significance to 
mankind's scientific-technical progress, since creation of the implements 
of annihilation, even if they are the most sophisticated, is directly in 
opposition to the goals of real progress. 


It should be noted that even before, in view of the specific features of 
the tasks posed to the researchers as well as due to concern for keeping 
military secrets, it has been not the results of military development 
themselves but only their “wastes” that could be used for civilian purposes. 
In this case it is important to consider that tremendous assets have been 
allocated for these developments, ones significantly exceeding all other 
allocations for scientific purposes. Thus in the late 1960's and early 
1970's outlays on research and development for military purposes attained 
$38 per capita in the USA, while outlays on education were only 50 cents 
and 25 cents per capita in public health. If such resources had been con- 
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centrated in scientific research not oriented one-sidedly toward military 
needs but subordinated to the goals of accelerated solution of pressing 
scientific-technical problems, this would doubtlessly have promoted mankind's 
progress to a greater degree than military research. 


Consequently the matter lies not at all with the special significance military 
developments may have to scientific-technical progress, as proponents of the 
military-industrial complex attempt to argue, but rather in the fact that 

by distracting tremendous resources, these developments inhibit development 
of research in other areas, research which could have important significance 
to the socioeconomic interests of the laborers. 


The arms race also has a negative influence upon the economy because labor 
and intellectual resources of extremely significant scale are used irrationally 
in military preparations. According to various estimates from 50 to 60 
million persons are now involved in the maintenance of the military machine, 
to include persons serving in the armed forces. These figures are often 
used by representatives of the military-industrial complex to illustrate 
the fact that military preparations promote high employment, and that all 
measures aimed at disarmament would be associated with a dramatic increase 
in unemployment. Inasmuch as unemployment is already an extremely painful 
problem in bourgeois society, one which has grown even more acute in recent 
years, such arguments do have a certain influence upon some segments of the 
working public and its organizations. 


There is sufficiently persuasive evidence, meanwhile, that military outlays 
not only fail to promote maintenance of employment, but that they are also 
the least effective means of maintaining it. Thus according to estimates 
published by the West German trade union journal DER GEWERKSCHAFTER, using 
$1 billion we could create 35,000 jobs in military industry; compare this 
with over 75,000 jobs in construction and public health, and correspondingly 
100,000 and 132,000 in education and in municipal services.'? According 

to other data every billion dollars in the military budget represent 46,000 
jobs, as opposed to 53,000-98,090 jobs in the civilian sector (depending on 
the sphere of application).'? Even according to the most cautious forecasts 
over 11,500 jobs are lost with every billion dollars spent on arms. 


The reason different levels of employment are associated with equal 
quantities of resources in military and civilian production is that defense 
outlays require greater capital investments than do other government outlays. 
Development of military technology is accompanied by swift growth in weapon 
costs. Every new "generation" of weapons is, at a minimum, twice as ex- 
pensive as the generation replaced. As a result the gap in employment 
between military and civilian production inevitably grows as military 
technology improves (and consequently grows more expensive). And inasmuch 
as there are practically no limits to the growth of the cost of weapons in 
the present scientific-technical revolution, this means that the civilian 
economy will be losing an increasingly larger number of jobs, and the un- 
employment problem will grow worse. We should turn our attention in this 
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connection to the fact that after surviving the crisis of 1974-1975, which 
was blamed for the dramatic growth in unemployment, the capitalist countries 
were unable to fulfill their hope of reducing unemployment in the second 
half of the 1970's. Without a doubt the arms race has something to do with 
this, as it does with the tremendous growth in taxes, the deficit of the 
state budget, inflation, and the crisis in currency and finances. 


The negative effect the arms race has on economic development is also 
aggravated by the fact that the arms race prevents full utilization of the 
advantages of international division of labor and normal exercise of inter- 
national trading and economic ties, especially between states with different 
social structures. According to some estimates military preparations are 
causing human society to abandon the creation of additional material and 
other blessings worth a great deal more than even the enormous proportions 
of the total military expenditures of the modern world. !4 


All of this not only persuasively refutes theories concerning a favorable 
influence by the arms race upon the economic and social welfare of laborers 
in capitalist countries, created on order of the military-industrial complex, 
but it also demonstrates the tremendous advantages offered to laborers of 
all countries by cessation of the arms race and by disarmament. 


Realization of these advantages would necessitate conversion of military 
industry--that is, switching it to a peacetime footing. Without a doubt 
conversion of military industry is a rather complex task, and there are 
certain difficulties in completing it. However, these difficulties are 
no more complex than those of any other tasks associated with altering 
production processes and changing the system of economic priorities, tasks 
which are being completed successfully by science and production today. 


In socialist countries, where there are no classes, social strata, or 
professional groups interested in preparation for war, and in which the 
developmental rates of the principal sectors of the national economy are 
determined scientifically, conversion may be achieved without special 
complexities. “We have, of course, our military plants, and we have an 

army. But neither the directors of these plants nor the army command nor 

the laborers nor the soldiers associate their well-being with war and with 
military orders. We would very much like to convert our military plants to 
production of peaceful products, to peaceful creative goals, to the tremendous 
advantage of all society,” noted L. I. Brezhnev in this connection. !5 


The conversion difficulties of capitalist countries stem mainly from the 
dominance of bourgeois property ownership and the chaotic nature of the 
market. At the same time the experience a number of capitalist countries, 
mainly the USA and England, already have in converting war industry to peace- 
time operation attests to the fact that these difficulties are surmountable. 


Thus the U.S. military budget, which was 40 percent of the gross national 
product at the end of World War II, was reduced by 80 percent in 1946, and 


14 

















the strength of the armed forces dropped in 1945-1958 from 11.6 million to 
1.5 million men. The unemployment level, meanwhile, despite the "prophecy" 
that the army of unemployed would increase to 8 million men, did not in 

fact even reach 4 percent of the country's active population, which was even 
lower than the prewar level. Now, as we know, it has been more than 6 percent 
for a number of years, and it is only quite recently that it has dropped 
somewhat lower (5.7 percent). The military employment level in England 
dropped in 16 postwar months from 9 million to 2 million men; however, as 

in the USA, unemployment did not exceed the prewar level: Here as well it 
was lower than the "norm" adopted in bourgeois countries--4 percent of the 
work force. Similar indicators were typical of war industry's conversion 

in almost all countries of West Europe, except for the FRG and Italy. 


Of course the nature of modern military production as well as the unique 
features of the way manpower is employed in this area generate some additional 
difficulties. Thus for example the uniqueness of modern military production 
makes it much less acceptable to civilian needs today than following World 
War II. Concentration of research funds in industrial sectors oriented 

mainly on military production resulted in the fact that a significant pro- 
portion of the most highly qualified engineers, scientists, and technicians 

in capitalist countries found itself associated with the military-industrial 


complex. 





On the other hand the fact that military industry is the most monopolized, 
modern, and technically best-equipped sector of industry creates the possi- 
bilities for switching it painlessly to production of civilian products, 
and for hastening solution of many scientific problems which are not being 
solved today due to the absence of resources. This pertains even to in- 
dustrial sectors of the USA dominating military production--aerospace and 
electronics. Atomic power engineering, space exploration, environmental 
protection, and other pressing problems of modern times will insure huge 
orders for even these specifically military sectors. 


Finally the enemies of conversion, speculating on its difficulties, as a 

rule ignore the fact that conversion of military production to peacetime 
operation is viewed by proponents of disarmament not as an instantaneous 

act but rather as a process occurring gradually and successively over an 
extremely long period of time. This approach permits us not only to avoid 
instantaneous arisal of a tough complex of problems but also to significantly 
alleviate even the unavoidable difficulties of conversion. 


But this would be possible only in the event that we have thoroughly 
developed plans foreseeing broaduse of governmental levers, to include 
administrative, legislative, and financial measures, as well as other 
national and international measures. 


15 





Trade unions are called upon to play an important role in developing such 
plans. If they do desire to utilize, in the interest of laborers, the 
resources being spent now on military preparations, they would have to 
take more-concrete practical steps in this aspect today. 


In particular there would be great significance to having the trade unions 
develop their own alternative programs containing a concrete analysis and 
practical recommendations on the most important issues associated with 
conversion of military production to a peacetime footing. The range of 

these issues is extremely broad: from implementation of measures to 

create new production capacities putting out civilian products, to organizing 
the retraining or requalification of persons dismissed from the armed forces 
and military production; from transfer of surplus manpower to regions offering 
possibilities for its utilization, to organizing special state and other 
assistance funds that would compensate some categories of laborers for their 
possible temporary material losses. 


Much evidence has recently appeared indicating that the trade unions are 
beginning to act increasingly more aggressively in this direction. Even 

in the USA where, as we know, the leadership of the AFL-CIO quite recently 
appeared resolutely monolithic in its support to the American administra- 
tion's military policy and actively responded to its appeals to increase 
the military potential "in the interest of defense," new trends are clearly 
noticeable. 


Thus a congress of AFL-CIO trade unions, which by tradition precedes the 
Federation's congress, decided to submit, for examinationby the llth Congress 
of the AFL-CIO, a resolution to fight disarmament and to sign, as quickly 
as possibie, the strategic arms limitation treaty. The antidemocratic pro- 
cedure of examining the resolution, and in particular the right of veto 
which G. Meany and his trusted aides in the Executive Committee and in the 
Federation's administration used, prevented implementation of this decision, 
and the resolution was never put up to a vote. Nevertheless the very fact 
of arisal of opposition to Meany's group in regard to the disarmament issue 
provided new impetus to the activities of trade unions against the plans 

for increasing Federal military expenditures. A group of executives re- 
presenting American sector trade unions, to include AFL-CIO vice presidents 
(U. Uintsisinger) and (D. Uerf), president of the United Auto Workers Union 
D. Fraser, and president of the National Education Association (D. Rayor), 
sent a document to the U.S. Congress titled "Military Policy and Budgetary 
Priorities" emphasizing the need for reducing military expenditures and 
switching the freed resources to "satisfaction of vital needs within the 
country." 


A trade union committee for conversion of resources of the military budget 
to social needs was created on the west coast of the USA; this committee 

was staffed by delegates from trade unions representing dockworkers, workers 
in the services sphere, retail clerks, and auto workers. It developed pro- 
posals foreseeing a reduction in the Pentagon budget and the channeling of 
the freed resources into social programs. In particular it proposed 
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cutting the military budget by $4.6 billion and using these assets for the 
purposes of raising employment, satisfying the need for housing construction, 
developing public health and urban transportation, and providing assistance 
to young people, the elderly, and national minorities. However, in April 
1978 the committee's proposal was turned down in the U.S. Senate by a vote 
of 77 against 14. 


The position occupied in relation to disarmament issues by the International 
Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, particularly its president, 
AFL-CIO Vice President (U. Uinpisinger ), deserves special attention. This 
association has a membership of about 1 million, a third of whom are em- 
ployed in defense industry enterprises. The material and social welfare 

of this segment of the laborers consequently depends directly upon military 
orders. Nevertheless this is precisely the trade union which argues the 
most decisively and consistently for conversion of military industry. 
"Conversion of military production to peacetime operation means transforming 
unproductive defense and war plants into socially useful civilian enter- 
prises. This means a possibility for building railroads, public transpor- 
tation, and housing, and creating solar power systems--that is, it permits 
us to insure real employment, and not unemployment caused by a halt in 16 
military production," said (U. Uinpisinger ) in his statement at Washington. 


All of this means that the issues associated with halting the arms race 

and making productive use of the freed resources are becoming more and more 
pressing in the trade union movement of the USA. An important point typifying 
the scope of this process in recent times is the arisal of proponents of 
successive disarmament within the AFL-CIO leadership. 





Sector trade unions in Great Britain are also becoming more active in the 
fight against the arms race. Evidence of this can be found in particular 

in their active participation in the international seminar "The Alternatives 
to Arms Production" sponsored in London in November 1978 by the International 
Forum on the Ties of the Forces of Peace. 


Trade union officials of 15 countries and representatives of 4 international 
organizations took part in the international symposium "The Laborers of 
Europe and the Social Problems of Disarmament in the Present Stage" held 
in Moscow in February 1979 on the initiative of the Soviet trade unions. 


Considering the growing role of trade unions in the struggle for disarmament, 
their development of their own alternative programs for converting military 
production is becoming an especially important task. It is important to 
consider in this case that the effectiveness of such programs, as well as 

of other practical steps taken by trade unions in this direction, depends 

in many ways upon the coordination they achieve in their actions. The 
closeness of the positions held by the largest international trade centers 
in the approach to the socioeconomic aspect of disarmament may become a 
starting point for bringing their positions closer together on the more- 
particular issues. 
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"The international situation today is such that it requires not general 
words about peace and disarmament, but real steps to restrain the arms 
race and to reinforce trust between nations, between states," noted L,. I. 
Brezhnev on 7 November 1979. 


Good possibilities are being opened up in this aspect in connection with 
the idea of conducting a world trade union conference on the socioeconomic 
aspects of disarmament. A proposal to conduct such a conference, sub- 
mitted by the Soviet delegation to the Ninth World Congress of Trade Unions 
in April 1978 in Prague, is enjoying increasing support. And this is 
natural, since such a conference, attended by trade unions of different 
orientations, could accumulate proposals from national trade centers as 
well as sector trade unions and develop an effective program for the 
struggle for disarmament based on united actions by the international 
trade union movement. In the future, issues associated with implementing 
this joint program could become an object of discussion at European trade 
union conferences. 


Conversion of material, financial, and human resources presently expended 
on the production of resources having no “value” other than a destructive 
one, into resources creating real valuables that would satisfy mankind's 
present and future needs, and the goals of developing a peaceful economy 
and socioeconomic progress, is in the interests of laborers and peoples of 
all countries. Being the largest organizations of laborers, the trade 
unions are called upon to make a substantial contribution to reaching this 
goal, which is in keeping with the best humanitarian ideals of mankind. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN PLANNED IN 1978 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 19 Feb 80 p 7 


[Interview with Soviet defector Prof Mikhail Voslenskiy by Rafael 
Seligmann] 


[Text] Prof Mikhail Voslenskiy, 60, was until a 

few years ago a member of the USSR's "Nomenklatura,”" 
the power elite: this historian and political scien- 
tist had been the secretary of the Arms Reduction 
Commission of the Presidium of the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences. After the war, Voslenskiy had worked as an 
interpreter at the Nurenberg war crimes trials, later 
with the Allied Control Council. After 1972 he became 
a visiting professor, lecturing in Muenster, Hamburg 
and Linz. When he decided in 1977 to remain in the 
West, Moscow revoked his citizenship. Now a citizen 
of Austria, Voslenskiy is working at the Max-Planck 
Institute in Starnberg, principally on problems deal- 
ing with European security. 


DIE WELT: Prof Voslenskiy, your book "Nomenklatura--The Ruling Class of 
the Soviet Union" has just been published in Germany. Among other things, 
you describe in it the Kremlin politicians’ decisionmaking process. Are 
there hawks and doves in the Soviet leadership? 


Voslenskiy: No, no hawks and no doves. The different groups within the 
Soviet leadership are based on other considerations; none has an indepen- 
dent political program. A guarantee for the absence of any political 
faction. in the Kremlin is the principle of the absolute prohibition of 
factions within the party, decreed by Lenin in 1921. If a group within 
the leadership comes into being, it takes great care to avoid embracing 
a political line of thinking which deviates from the general line of the 
Central Committee--so as not to provide its rivals an opportunity to call 
it a “faction.” The alinement of Soviet politics is shared by the entire 
Kremlin leadership. The guiding principle: the victory of real socialism 
in the world context. They all agree with that. 
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DIE WELT: What is the significance of this for practical purposes? 


Voslenskiy: In Soviet writing, our era is designated as the era of world- 
wide transition from capitalism to socialism. On this subject, they 
emphasize the fact that "real socialiem's" victory march will not detour 
around any country at all. This is not a theoretical dream; it is a 
practical, political objective. 


DIE WELT: Can you see a possibility for a Soviet invasion of socialist 
Yugoslavia after Tito's death? 





Voslenskiy: We have already seen a Soviet invasion of socialist Czecho- 
Slovakia and a Vietnamese invasion of socialist Cambodia. In discussing 
socialism in Moscow, one thinks only -bout the Soviet version of socialism. 
However, at the moment it appears improbable for the USSR to start a mili- 
tary action in Yugoslavia. 


First of all, Belgrade is militarily strong. An invasion of Yugoslavia 
would entail a partisan war of long duration. Secondly, U.S. reaction to 
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan is strong enough to deter Moscow from 
any new adventures in the near future. Additionally, a Soviet incursion 
into Yugoslavia would force the European states into taking countermeasures. 


DIE WELT: Is the invasion of Afghanistan another attempt to promote the 
spread of Soviet-style socialism? 


Voslenskiy: Of course it is, just like all previous military actions of 
the USSR and the actions of pro-Soviet forces in various countries of the 
world, e.g. Angola, Mozambique, South Yemen, Ethiopia, Cambodia and Laos. 
As you can see, these policies are not tied to any particular geograhic 
region. Unlike Afghanistan, these countries are far away from Soviet 
borders. Nevertheless, the Soviet leadership massively supported the 
establishment of pro-Soviet regimes in these countries. In Moscow, it is 
openly admitted that all this is happening within the framework of the 
worldwide struggle for socialism (meaning Soviet real socialism). The 
guiding principle is Lenin's "weakest link" in the chain of capitalism: 
the weakest link is considered to be that country offering the best oppor- 
tunities for installing a communist regime at a given point in time. 


DIE WELT: Erhard Eppler says that the invasion of Afghanistan is Moscow's 
answer to NATO's arms escalation decision. Do you agree? 


Voslenskiy: Not only Mr Eppler, but other people in Europe are asking 
whether the invasion of Afghanistan was not the result of NATO's arms 
escalation decision. This is not the case at all. If for no other reason 
because the groundwork for this invasion was laid as long ago as early 1978. 
This was the period of acute fear of encirclement in the Kremlin, caused by 
the inevitable conc!usion of a friendship treaty between Japan and China, 
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for which the Soviet leadership itself is in large measure responsible. 
This situation bred a decision in Moscow to "harden the USSR's soft 
underbelly,” by following the proven example of creating "peoples' 
democracies." 


This "cordon sanitaire" was apparently intended to encompass Turkey, 

Iran and Afghanistan. In Iran, the cowmunist Tudeh Party attempted to 
convert the Islamic revolution into a communist revolution. In Turkey, 

a movement of pro-Soviet elements was activated. In Afghanistan, which 
was already heavily dependent upon the USSR, President Daoud was allowed 
to topple and a communist government was installed with the general secre- 
tary of the communist party, Taraki, at its head. But then armed resis- 
tance against the pro-Soviet regime started and the Soviet leadership 
found itself confronted with the choice of getting involved ever more 
deeply in the Afghan adventure or to permit the communist regime to fall. 


All this proves that the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan had actually been 
programmed by way of the so-called April Revolution in 1978. At that time 
the NATO decision to upgrade its armament was not even being talked about. 


DIE WELT: Is the invasion of Afghanistan in line with Moscow's strategic 
objectives, such as superiority in the Gulf region and the interruption of 
oil deliveries on which the West depends? 


Voslenskiy: Like every other military operation, the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan has its strategic purposes. But the real objective of the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan is political rather than military. The po- 
tential future actions are secondary--they have not been programmed as yet. 
Unlike the invasion of Afghanistan, they are therefore not inevitable. 


DIE WELT: The incursion into Afghanistan has in many parts of the West and 
in the Third World been considered to be a Soviet-provoked end to detente. 
On the other hand, Brezhnev declares his intention of continuing detente. 
What do you think of that? 


Voslenskiy: The Soviet definition of peaceful coexistence, including 
detente, is as follows: peaceful coexistence is a specific manifestation 
of class struggle in the international arena. In other words, they have 
managed to provide a definition of peaceful coexistence without using the 
word "peace.'"' General Secretary Brezhnev's concept of detente is differ- 
ent from that prevailing in the West. 


DIE WELT: Is there such a thing as a common Western understanding of 
detente? 


Voslenskiy: It is certainly not as precise as the Soviet one. The state- 


ment that there is no alternative for detente has practically become a 
commonplace. This is simply wrong. As is the case for any type of policy, 
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there are alternatives to detente. War is not an alternative to detente. 
Detente and its alternatives are part of the framework of a peace-directed 


policy. 


There are two alternatives to detente. One ie Cold War, being a condition 
in which neither side practices detente. This situation prevailed after 
World War II. The second alternative prevails when one side practices 
detente while the other side merely gives it lip service. This is not 
detente: unilateral detente equals appeasement. We have been through 
appeasement politics--on the eve of World War II. 


If Cold War policy is sterile, because it does not lead anywhere, appease- 
ment policy is dangerous because it leads to a new world war. A detente 
worthy of the name, now known as "realistic" detente, is a condition in 
which both sides practice detente simultaneously in equal measure in the 
political as well as the military sectors; on a global scale and not selec- 
tively. Detente must be a bilateral process. Detente is to be wished for; 
it is better than its two alternatives. 


DIE WELT: How do you feel about Western reaction to the USSR's invasion 
of Afghanistan? 


Voslenskiy: The reactions vary and are of varying significance. The mea- 
sures taken so far in themselves will hardly move the Soviet leadership to 
withdraw its troops from Afghanistan. But they are measures, and this is 
important, because the West has not restricted itself to verbal denuncia- 
tions of the Soviet military action against Afghanistan. The Soviet 
leadership has been shown that if necessary the West is capable of taking 
concrete action. This is important because the Kremlin is under the illu- 
sion that the West is incapable of taking any real action. Similar illu- 
sions on Hitler's part were responsible for plunging the world into War 
War Il. 


DIE WELT: Is it true then that the Kremlin made a mistake by invading 
Afghanistan? 


Voslenskiy: Certainly. The most important aspect of this mistake is the 
fact that Moscow apparently miscalculated the nonalined countries’ reaction. 
Solidarity between the USSR and several nonalined nations in the United 
Nations was of great importance to the USSR. Soviet invasion of nonalined 
Afghanistan has destroyed this quasi-alliance. This cost to the USSR is 
surely greater than any gains from occupying poor little Afghanistan. 


Energetic reaction on the part of the United States was another unpleasant 
surprise for the Soviet leadership. But the Soviet leadership retains the 
hope of remedying these political losses. Their hope consists of being 
able to drive a wedge between Europe and the United States by deft maneuver- 
ing. Should this be successful, the Afghan adventure would have been worth- 
while for the USSR. 
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DIE WELT: Is the Kremlin counting on the West's forgetting the invasion 
of Afghanistan and Sakharov's exile as quickly as it did the repression 
of the East Berlin and Budapest insurrections and the march into Prague? 


Voslenskiy: I do not feel that the West has forgotten the march into 
Prague. The whole world will remember this occupation because of the 
Czechoslovak Charter 77 dissidents’ activity. Sakharov's banishment and 
the renewed harrassment of dissidents in the USSR are proof of the reign- 
ing Nomenklatura class's fear of people's historic memories and of public 
opinion within the USSR and the entire world. But, of course, the Kremlin 
hopes for forgetfulness in Western public opinion and for Western politi- 
cians stopping as soon as possible to talk about Afghanistan for one rea- 
son or another and to pretend that this invasion had never taken place. 

It is too early to say whether these hopes will be realized. 


I do not believe that people in the West are forgetting the Afghan tragedy 
or that they are pushing it away. If for no other reason, because it is 
in Western people's own interest to stay reminded of Afghanistan's fate, 


so as not to drift into a situation in which they might suffer the same 
fate. 
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NATIONAL 


KERIMOV BOOK ON LEGAL, POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEWED 
Moscow VOPROSY FILOSOFII in Russian No 2, 1980 pp 178-179 


i: Review by V. N. Kudryavtsev and A. Ya. Sukharev, corresponding members of 
the USSR Academy of Sciences, of the book "Konstitutsiya SSSR i razvitiye 
politiko-pravovoy teorii" / The Constitution of the USSR and the Development 
of Political and Legal Theory_/ by D. A. Kerimov, Izdatel'stvo Mysl', Moscow, 
1979, 244 pages_7 


[Text_] The adoption of the Constitution of the USSR of 1977 wae the most 
outstanding event of our time. One of the most important features of the 
Pundamental Law of the Soviet State is its profound scientific validity. 
Many basic precepts of Marxist-Leninist theory about society, man and social 
progress have been embodied and developed in the new Constitution; a serious 
contribution has been made to the treasury of Marxism-Leninism. This is why 
there is research on the questions of what Marxist-Leninist social science 
has given to Soviet constitutional practice and how, in turn, this practice 
is promoting the further development and enrichment of the theory of Marxism 
Leninism and represents an important, honorable and crucial mattex for Soviet 
scholars. 


The new book by D. A. Kerimov, a corresponding member of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences, can serve as testimony to the successful developing of constitu- 
tional problems. It is the continuation of a oyole of interesting works by 
the scholar devoted to important theoretical problems of the development of a 
socialist state, democracy and law. It is distinguished for the fundamental 
grounding and depth of the research and the striving to respond to the press- 
ing problems of the present day, which are inherent in the creative style of 
the author. 


D. A. Kerimov starts with a broad presentation of the object of political and 
legal research, which must, in his words, "move far beyond the limits of 
legal analysis alone" (p 15). Speaking in more concrete terms: a). the ob- 
ject of political and legal theory lies not only in the area of normative 
phenomena, but also in the sphere of facts, events and the real dynamics of 
social relations; »b). political and legal thought embraces both the theory 
as well as the practice of socialist construction, practice which is linked 
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to the accomplishment of major socio-economic, political and ideological 
tasks; c)., the aim of legal research is not only the creation of socially 
warranted norms, but also the ensuring of their effective realization; 4). 
political and legal theory as an integral part of the Marxist-Leninist theory 
of society must be combined with other parte of the latter for the accom 
plishment of specific tasks; e). political and legal theory must define the 
prospects for the political system of socialism and for the development of 
the legal bases for state and public life and must be an important means for 
long-term planning and forecasting. 


The author evaluates objectively and critically the status of the methodology 
of legal research and points out its shortcomings. Soviet legal scholars 
still remain indebted to practice. It is possible, as D. A. Kerimov rightly 
stresses, to solve many scientific socio-legal problems (for instance, the 
socialist way of life, the legal foundations for state and public life, legal 
upbringing, the socio-legal activity of workers, etc.) only by the collective 
efforts of representatives of jurisprudence and the related branches of sci- 
ence. 


Experience in the application of the Constitution of the USSR has shown tha 
at the current stage of development of the social sciences, a simple mutual 
exchange of achievements among them is not an effective solution to the prob- 
lem of the interaction of the sciences. An ability to conduct one's scienti- 
fic quest by joint efforts and to cooperate in the solution of the problems 
of the economic, political and spiritual development of society is required 
of scholars who represent the various branches of knowledge of nature and 
society. The requirement for a comprehensive approach to theoretical and 
practical questions, the need for which has more than once been pointed out 
in recent years in Party documents, signifiea, to begin with, an intensifica- 
tion of collective principles in the working out of the urgent problems of 
Communist construction and of the responsibility of scholars for the effeo- 
tiveness of the scientific draftings and for carrying them to their practical 
conclusion and results. With such an approach, each of the social sciences 
is answerable not only for its own immediate contribution, but also for the 
solution of the problem as a whole. 


A comprehensive approach entails a strategy for scientific quest which is new 
in principle and forces one to treat questions of planning for scientific re- 
search and of the placement and coordination of forces in a different way. 

As D. A. Kerimov justly emphasizes, "jurisprudence has at the present time 
reached that level in the working out of a number of problems where it can 
lay claim to being of universal scientific significance" (p 194). After the 
adoption of the Constitution of the USSR of 1977, Soviet legal science entered 
into an extremely active and crucial period of its development. A candid and 
serious discussion with the reader about the achievements, shortcomings and 
difficulties of this period occurs on the pages of the book that we are re- 
viewing. 


The most important problems in the further development of socialist democracy, 
the political system of socialism, state authority and law under the conditions 
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of building a Communist society are at the center of the author's attention, 
It is chiefly a question of present-day processes in policy and law which are 
in keeping with the stage which has now been achieved in the coming of age of 
socialism, a stage which opens up a broad expanse for the activity of the ob- 
jective lawe of socialism. At the same time, the author also examines the 
period of the emergence and formation of the political and legal institutes 
of socialism, in particuler, of the developm nt of ite political system. 


There is no doubt that the interest of readers will be aroused by the analysis 
of the present-day political system of socialism. It is the author's opinion 
that thie category includes not only the organizational structure of political 
institutions (i.e., the political organization of society), but also their 
functioning, political views, consciousness and world outlook, the political 
culture and aims and goals-—-in a word, the entire system of political life in 
its dynamics (see p 68). Just as any rationally organized system, the politi- 
cal system of socialism presupposes the presence of that guiding link which 
can ensure a degree of organization, unity and singleness of purpose in all 
political activity. The growth of the role of the Communist Party in the 
leadership of the political system of developed socialism and the correlation 
of the Party's activity with the activity of the state and of public organiza- 
tions were illustrated extensively and on many levels in the book. 


In connection with the adoption and operation of the Constitution of the USSR, 
extensive new opportunities are opening up for the further study of the prob- 
lems of freedom and the rights of the personality in a socialist society. The 
author analyzes the historical process of the practical implementation in 
practice of Marxist-Leninist ideas and positions based on one's world view of 
the working class on the questions of freedom and the rights of man and he 
notes the advantages of socialism in the solution of the problems of society 
and personality and of the state and the citizen. Those things which are new 
which the Constitution of the USSR of 1977 introduced into the system of 
basic rights, freedoms and duties of Soviet citizens are analyzed in detail. 
The book shows that the unity and equality of rights and duties and their ac- 
tive use and strict discharge by citizens is a necessary prerequisite for the 
further democratic development of our society and the successful construction 
of Communism, 


When dwelling upon some debatable questions of the concept of law, D. Ae Ker- 
imov expresses himself in favor of an interpretation of law as a complex and 
extensive social system and stresses the growing importance of socialist law 
as a means for state administration. He thinks it is permissible to have 
other definitions of law also as phenomena not only of a legal, but also of a 
political, economic, ethical, cultural, psychological nature, etc., ona 
level with the understanding of law in its normative aspects. Of interest 
are the ideas on how to strengthen the influence of law on concrete social 
processes—on putting the program for a further growth in the people's wel- 
fare into effect, on economic and social planning, on improving the system of 
economic relationships, on stirring up the activity of labor collectives, etc. 
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A characteristio feature of our epoch is the fact that the question of quality 
and efficiency has been raised relative to all types of sooial activity, in- 
cluding ideological, upbringing and theoretical activities. The book outlines 
ways to raise the quality of legislative work and to strengthen socialist 
legality and examines theoretical and practical problems connected with the 
improvement of Soviet legislation and the preparation of the Compilation of 
Laws of the USSR. 


The book by D. A. Kerimov is not lacking in shortcomings as well. In it one 
encounters roughness, positions which are debatable and also insufficiently 
developed and argued through and isolated contradictions. One might deplore 
that insufficient light ha" been shed in tne work on the problems connected 
with the adoption and operation of the Constitutions of Union and autonomous 
republics. The practice of applied law and empirical data were utilized bur 
little. But these are not the factors which one uses to determine the over- 
all positive evaluation given to the monograph. The book, which was published 
in a printing that was not inconsiderable for scientific literature (60,000 
copies), did not have long to lie on the shelves in stores, as it is being 
actively used both in scientific research, as well as in ideological and poli- 
tical-upbringing work. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Pravda", "Voprosy filosofii", 1980 
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NATIONAL 


MEDIA BLAMED FOR WEAKNESS IN ATHEIST EDUCATION OF YOUTH 


Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 18 Jan 80 p 3 





[PRAVDA articles draw response from Ye, Dubrovskiy, Responsible Secretary of | 


the journal NAUKA I RELIGIYA: "Is This Not A Compromise?" For related 
material, see JPRS 74853, 3 January 1980, No 1002 of this series pp 27-297 


[Text] On 11 October 1979 PRAVDA published an article by 
author Nikolay Vnukov, entitled "Not Simply a Fashion." 
It concerned the strange fascination of some young people 
for crucifixes and other religious appurtenances. Most of 
the readers who wrote in response to this article share 
the position taken by its author: this kind of tribute 
to dubious fashion has little in common with our ideals. 


But there is this response from Krasnoyarsk. Student 
Konstantin Bugayev writes: "I know some people who wear 
crucifixes and I can testify to the fact that many of 
them are confirmed atheists. So the practice should not 
be associated with religion. And there is no compromise 
with ideals here, as N. Vnukov asserts. So, which one 
of us is right?" 


I'm afraid I must take issue with you, Konstantin. The cross has been for 
many centuries and is still today a symbol and object of worship in the 
chief orientation of the Christian religion. The church ascribes super- 
natural magical properties to it and it serves a3 an instrumentality for 
inculcating in the faithful a belief in the nee¢ for undeviating adherence 
to the Christian commandments. The adherents of orthodoxy, for example, 
wear it on their persons throughout their lives. ‘The cross worn next to 
the skin is conferred at the time of baptism and is an indicator of faith 
and of allegiance to a certain religion. 


Yes, in the socialist society, the society of mass atheism, religion with 
its misguided and illusory conceptions of the world and its laws, of life's 
meaning, of the interrelationships between people, and of morality and 
morals--this religion is gone from our life. 
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Let ue firet examine the role which religion played in our country's life 
only a little over 60 yeare ago, In Czarist Russia it truly pervaded the 
entire life of the individual, For many centuries religious ideology had 
so completely penetrated the people's consciousness, everyday life, edu- 
cation and culture that the process of gaining freedom from ite influence 
became an extremely difficult, slow and gradual one. 


Thie ie why even today in our country, with ite rapid changes in all the 
areas of life and ite implementation of the Leninist principles of freedom 
of conscience, the process of freeing the people from the influence of 
religion has not been fully completed, We have people who believe in God, 
observe religious rites, and attend church, The right to profess any 
religion or no religion, to perform religious worship or conduct atheistic 
propaganda is written into the USSR Constitution, which, as we know, 
guarantees freedom of conscience for every citizen. 


And since religion exists in the country, the cross continues to be a sacred 
relic for the faithful. As a religious symbol it has not lost its signifi- 
cance for those who believe in God and for those who in one way or another 
are influenced by their believing relatives and acquaintances. We must not 
forget that the western church centers are doing a great deal of work to 
spread religion. 


And now consider this, Comrade Bugayev: Is it correct under these circum- 
stances to say that the cross is only a harmless fashion which does not 
compromise our ideale? This "fashion" is per se nothing else but a popular- 
ization of a religious symbol and a tribute to the religious vestiges in 

the consciousness of the people. This is precisely why the admirers of 

this "fashion" cannot be called "confirmed atheists," as you have done. To 
be a confirmed atheist means not simply disclaiming any belief in God but 
aleo actively pursuing the struggle against religious and idealistic de- 
lusions and prejudices and truly ratifying the communist consciousness. You 
must admit that these qualities are absolutely essential for the future 
young specialist who will be expected to himself carry out educational work 
in the labor collective. 


But why do some young people still consider it all right to appear with a 
crucifix adorning their chests? One of the chief reasons lies in their poor 
atheistic training. And this stems from the deficiencies in the organization 
of education, including its moral aspects. We cannot gainsay the fact that 
we have schools, secondary specialized and higher educational institutions, 
and labor collectives where atheistic work is conducted in a spasmodic and 
haphazard fashion. Why is this? It is because not everyone yet has a cor- 
rect understanding of the mission of scientific atheism. I am even inclined 
to believe that your letter, Konstantin, is not just happenstance. 


Atheism is still often treated as a criticism of religion with a tendency to 
forget that we live in a society where believers constitute a negligible 
minority. Consequently, in our society, on the basis of a critical view of 
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religion, atheists are expected to affirm and expand among the broad masses 
of workers the positive ideals of society and a materialistic world outlook, 
Marx said that atheism is not simply a denial of God but an affirmation of 
man's being by means of this denial. A life-asserting and creative char- 
acter and a high level of humaniem are the distinctive features of Marxist- 
Leninist atheism, Its chief aim is to help the people to divest themselves 
of false conceptions, 


It should be added also that the successes of atheistic education are in 
many respects dependent on the skill applied in purposeful, knowledgeable 
performance of this work by the mass information and propaganda media-- 
radio and television, newspapers and periodicals. The successes are also 
dependent on the publishers--primarily of children and youth material. Un- 
fortunately, these subjects rarely appear in the pages of youth newspapers 
and periodicals and in the television and radio programs. 


As you see, behind the crucifix vogue there are concealed some questions 
pertaining to the ideological and moral education of the young people. 
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NATIONAL 


FREEDOM TO PRACTICE RELIGION IN USSR DEFENDED 
Kiev PRAVDA UKRAINY in Russian 7 Feb 80 p 3 


[Article by Doctor of Philusophic Sciences, Professor I. Timofeyev: "Free- 
dom of Conscience in the USSR"] 


[Text] The entire history of the existence of the Soviet state is convinc- 
ing evidence of the fact that the socialist society creates a new type of 
democracy—-a democracy that is incomparably broader, more consistent and 
more humane than any that is possible in the society of class conflict. 
Only under socialism do the concepts of freedom, of the rights of man, of 
democracy and social justice acquire a full measure of practical content. 


One of the rights guaranteed by the USSR Constitution ‘s freedom of con- 
science, that is, the right to practice any religion or no religion, to per- 
form religious rites, or to maintain atheist propaganda, 


The principle of freedom of conscience stems from the very nature of the 
Marxist view of religion as a perverted form of reflection of the world, 
one resulting from the operation of definite social factors--the everyday 
yoke imposed on people by social and natural forces which are beyond their 
understanding. Hence, only freedom from this yoke, in conjunction with the 
proliferation of scientific knowledge, can bring about the complete disap- 
pearance of religious ideas. "We know that coercive measures against re- 
ligion are foolish but our opinion is that religion will disappear to the 
extent that socialism develops. Its disappearance must result from social 
development, in which e major role is assigned to education." These were 
the words of K. Marx. 


Hence it follows that in matters pertaining to religion no coercion will be 
tolerated, "Everyone must be completely free to practice any religion what- 
soever or to recognize no religion, i.e. to be an atheist, as every social- 
ist usually is. Any differences in the rights of citizens because of their 
religious beliefs are under no circumstance to be tolerated," wrote V. I. 
Lenin. The Leninist party has always defended this principle and it is re- 
flected in all its programs. 
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After the Great October Socialist Revolution, the principle of freedom of 
conscience obtained the force of law in our country. Back in early February 
of 1918 the Council of People's Commissars of RSFSR adopted a decree pro- 
viding for the separation of church and state and of school and church, 
This decree, which was signed by V. I. Lenin, eliminated any possibility of 
the practice of coercion against the conscience of citizens, both on the 
part of the organs of power and on the part of the leaders of the religious 
organizations. All the religious organizations were accorded equal status 
and were viewed as private associations set up exclusively for the satis- 
faction of the religious requirements of the respective groups of believers. 
The decree also established the conditions necessary for the functioning of 
the church organizations and the religious societies. The state not only 
guaranteed the right to the free exercise of religious rites by the faith- 
ful but also made available the buildings and objects to be used free of 
charge for the conduct of religious services by the appropriate religious 
societies. 


The new USSR Constitution strengthened the continued development of social- 
ist democracy and refined the delineation of the rights and obligations of 
citizens in keeping with the new stage of development of our society. The 
basic law of the country not only enunciates the rights of citizens but 
also stipulates the guarantees for the exercise of these rights in practice. 
This fact is also emphasized by Article 52, which declares that "USSR citi- 
zens are guaranteed freedom of conscience." This freedom is also stipu- 
lated by other articles of the constitution. Thus, Article 34 establishes 
equal rights for citizens in all the areas of economic, political, social 
and cultural life regardless of their religious affiliations. 


The rights guaranteed by the constitution are protected by the civil and 
criminal codes in effect in the USSR. It is considered a criminal offence, 
for example, to refuse to accept someone for work or study for reasons con- 
nected with religious affiliation. It is forbidden both to hinder the 
exercise of religious rites and other religious worship activities (of 
course, if these activities do not impair the health or property of citi- 
zens) and to use religion for purposes which have no relation to the re- 
ligious requirements of the believers. This statute is in accord with the 
requirements of Article 39, which states that "the exercise by citizens of 
their rights and freedoms must not be detrimental to the interests of 
society and the state and to the rights of other citizens." 


The fact that the right of freedom of conscience guaranteed by the constitu- 
tion is widely enjoyed by the religiously inclined citizens is clearly il- 
lustrated by the circumstance that our country has freely functioning in it 
religious communities which belong to more than 40 different religious de- 
nominations; also the fact that there are in operation monasteries and 
secondary and higher educational institutions for the training of personnel 
as religious ministers, The religious centers publish the Bible, the Koran, 
theological works, journals and church calendars and they produce the arti- 
cles needed for religious worship. 
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With regard, for example, to the Catholic Church, which has parishes in 10 
of the Union republics but has them chiefly concentrated in the western part 
of the country, in the last five years in the Latvian and Lithuanian Union 
republics it has published in Latin and in the national languages a psalm- 
book, a prayer-book for believers, ceremonials for the worshippers and 
ministers, and materials from the Second Vatican Synod (in two volumes). 

The leaders of the Catholic dioceses in the USSR are appointed by the 


Vatican and every year they participate in the episcopal conferences in the 
Vatican. 


Both the religious functionaries in our country and the representatives of 
foreign religious organizations have repeatedly confirmed the existence of 
complete freedom of religion in the USSR. This fact was unequivocally 
noted, for example, by the participants in the 1977 Moscow World Conference 
of "Religious workers for a firm peace, disarmament, and equitable relations 
among peoples." Documenting this freedom are the numerous foreign tourists, 
cultural figures and athletes who visit our country, 


Nor is freedom of religion at variance with the clause written into the USSR 
Constitution giving citizens the right to disavow all religion and pursue 
atheistic propaganda, The citizens of our country who do not share 
religious views level criticism at the religious concepts with the idea of 
disseminating scientific knowledge of the world. Also, one cannot, of 
course, talk about a hostile attitude toward the believers themselves, about 
hurting their feelings, or about infringing upon their interests. The con- 
stitution of our country forbids the arousal of hostility and hatred in re- 
spect to religious beliefs. 
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RUSSIAN WOMEN COMPLAIN ABOUT THEIR PLIGHT 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTDR RUNDSCHAU in German 8 Mar 80 supplement p 5 
[Article by Martina I. Kischke: "The Man Stands in Front of the Bar") 


[Text] "Do it to your mother,"--this cynical (and in the original much 
more drastically formulated) request is one of the standard curses of 
Russian men. An "earthy" expression by men in a male-oriented society? 
Or does the nasty sentence signalize something more--that is, disrespect 
for women in society? 


But how could that be, considering the noble picture that men have painted 
of Soviet society? There is the female Soviet citizen with equal rights, 
who has access to all professions, who does not have to take care of her 
child because it is happily taken care of at the kindergarten? 


On closer inspection the noble picture turns out to be a facade. The reality 
behind it is made up of privation, degradation and disappointment for women. 
The tip of this reality becomes apparent in the illegal almanac, "Women 

in Russia," published in March in the magazine COURAGE in its own translation. 
The coauthors of COURAGE explain how they got this manuscript. 


"In the middle of December of last year there suddenly appeared rumors 
about the existence of a samizdat (self-published), an underground paper 
about women in Russia. The first articles in LIBERATION, quickly followed 
by a total translation in the 10th issue of DES FEMMES EN MOUVEMENT HEBDO, 
gave us an insight into the shocking reality of daily repression of women 
in the Soviet Union. This “almanac by women for women," the first volume 
of which was dated 10 December 1979, human rights day in the Soviet Union, 
was written by 10 women and one child, and was already secretly circulated 
last September in Leningrad. Two of these underground copies reached Paris 
by unknown means..." 


Tatiana Mamonova, the initiator, was summoned by the KGB on the 10 December. 
She had to sign a declaration in which she "accused herself of having 
published with a group of persons a “magazine with a tendentious ideology." 
In January of this year Mamonova and two of her coauthors were arrested, 








then later released. All authors of the almanac are between 30 and 40 years 
old; some are married; most have children. 


It remains a mystery what the KGB has to fear from women who are writing 
for women, even going so far as to arrest them. The answer is obvious: 
the publishing of the truth, the cracks in the beautiful facade. 


Natalia Malakhovskaya writes, for example, about Soviet men: "The man 
remains outside of domestic cares. A man who at least can hammer in a nail 
is a biological wonder today. All the nails that are necessary in a 
household are hammered in by women today. People point their fingers at 

men who "help" women with their "light" work and they can also be counted 
on one's fingers, so that it makes no sense to take them into consideration. 
There are--roughly--two types of males today. First: The man who gets 
drunk after work and beats his wife or creates a disturbance. Second: The 
man who after work stretches out on the couch with a newspaper, or sits 

in front of a television." Natalia describes the "enormous lines" in front 
of vegetable and fruit stores, lines of people where only women can be seen: 
“one never sees a man in such a line, although the lines of men in front of 
bars never get shorter." 


The conditions in which women give birth in the Soviet Union are degrading. 
Natalia says: "Nowhere does one see such a mockery of the human being as 
in the maternity ward, even in the best of them. The woman giving birth is 
regarded with a condescending disrespect, as if she were a prostitute and 
as if her pains were a sign of her special low status. A woman who has 
decided to do the heroic deed of giving life to a new human being is 
treated with roughness and scorn. She is treated like a cow that does not 
know why it goes "moo." The indescribable filth in maternity wards makes 
the physical suffering of women worse. And the strict rule against allowing 
relatives to visit increases her emotional suffering. The husbands, who 
have not the slightest idea what their wives have to go through, are not 
capable of showing respect. The new mother has to hear from them, who have 
not shed one drop of blood to get the child, all the usual things just 1 
week later: "Bring me this, stupid, and that, stupid..." 


A woman who has to give birth in such conditions who cannot expect help from 
men in daily life--such a woman is very far from being a "partner" in 

a new society. On the contrary: she is simply a work animal. In addition, 
a work animal that can be insulted. All coauthors of the almanac are un- 
animous in this sentence: "Nobody would think of insulting bread because 

it feeds us. On the other hand, it seems altogether normal to insult women 
who give the gift of life to society." 


The time is long past when the Soviet Union could afford even token women: 
Furtseva in the government, Tereshkova as a female astronaut. All the 
important positions are filled by men again. The author collective notes 
painfully: "Lenin never forgot women when he turned to the masses." 
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Lenin's followers, however, seem to have forgotten women. The living 
conditions with which women in the Soviet Union have to work cannot be 
explained otherwise. The poor care in childcare centers (childcare centers 
are some of the worst institutions of the Soviet health establishment), 
insufficient help from men in the household, debasing treatment in giving 
birth and getting legal abortions. The almanac contains shocking reports on 
all the mentioned points. And all these minus points cannot be explained 

by the lack of funds but rather by the lack of respect for women. 


One of the authors, R. Batalova, writes: "Men have no need to change the 
world. This world order is pleasant and comfortable for them. They would 
rather start a new war that would destroy your children; they would rather 
build a new rocket, a rocket that lifts them up and emphasizes their 
superiority, than remove the heavy chains from you. What use can your 
liberation be to them? It would only bring them discomfort. It is mre 
pleasant to console oneself with the thought that reforms are not necessary. 
On 8 March (once a year) he will dust the cabinet." 


In Eastern bloc countries 8 March is the "Day of the Woman". It has the 


same alibi function as its Western counterpart, Mother's Day. Men celebrate 
it with pretty words. Women are left with the dirty work. 
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USSR DEPUTY PREMIER KISELEV VISITS MOLDAVIA 

Arrival Reported 
LDO31359 Kishinev SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in Russian 20 Mar 80 p 1 LD 
[ATEM report: "T. Ya. Kiselev's Arrival in Moldavia") 


[Text] T. Ya. Kiselev, deputy chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, 
arrived in Moldavia on 19 March to present the republic with the Chal- 
lenge Red Banner of the CPSU Central Committee, USSR Council of Minis- 
ters, AUCCTU and Komsomol Central Committee. He was net by I. I. Bodyul, 
first secretary of the Moldavian CP Central Committee, S. K. Grossu, 
chairman of the Moldavian SSR Council of Ministers, and other officials. 


On the same day T. Ya. Kiselev visited the Tiraspol Cotton Textile Com- 
bine. Inspecting the production shops which came into use at the end of 
last year in the first phase of the second spinning and weaving factory, 
he inquired how the assimilation of the new capacities is going and about 
the progress in the construction of the second phase, which the con- 
struction workers have pledged to hand over this year. 


In Kishinev Comrade Kiselev visited the shops of one of the biggest 
enterprises in Moldavia's light industry--the "Styaua Roshiye" Knit- 
wear Production Association. He talked with cadre workers and young 
people and inquired about their living and working conditions. L. A. 
Lukicheva, director of the association, told the dear guest that since 
the start of the five-year plan the volume of production has been 
increased there solely through intensive factors. The introduction of 
new machinery and progressive techniques insures an improvement in 
product quality and an expansion in the range, which is updated by 
more than 50 percent every year. 


Consumer demand for articles created by the association's designers and 
pattern makers is studied at the "Trikotazh Mildavii" specialized store. 
Trial consignments of goods are sent there. When they embark on series 
production the enterprise's collective must take into account the 

purchasers’ comments and suggestions. In January a new shop was created 
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at "Styaua Roshiye," producing a wider range of goods. Small consign- 
ments of articles developed by specialists for mass production next 
year are manufactured. 


During the talk which took place here G. M. Zhitnyuk, the republic's 
minister of light industry, answering the guest's questions, described 
the sector's development. Comrade Kiselev drew attention to the impor- 
tance of all-round preparations for the new five-year plan. He noted in 
particular that one effective reserve for increasing the output of con- 
sumer goods and improving the satisfaction of demand for these is the 
technical refitting of production facilities. This makes it possible 

to more effectively utilize existing areas. 


T. Ya. Kiselev visited the "Gredina Moldovey" specialized store of the 
"Moldplodoovoshchprom" agroindustrial association and the republic's 
exhibition of national economic achievements. 


During his familiarization with the enterprises in Kishinev and Tiraspol 
T. Ya. Kiselev was accompanied by I. I. Bodyul and S. K. Grossu. 


Meeting With Party, Government Officials 
LD031415 Kishinev SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in Russian 21 Mar 80 pp 1, 3 LD 
[ATEM report: "Meeting in the Moldavian CP Central Committee" ] 


[Text] On 20 March T. Ya. Kiselev, member of the CPSU Central Committee 
and deputy chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, met with members 
of the Moldavian CP Central Committee Bureau, executives of the Central 
Committee apparatus and the Moldavian SSR Council of Ministers, and 
leaders of the republic's ministries and departments. 


I. I. Bodyul, first secretary of the Moldavian CP Central Committee, 
briefed Comrade Kiselev on progress in the republic in implementing the 
decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress and subsequent party Central Com- 
mittee plenums and 10th Five-Year Plan tasks and on work being done to 
further increase the efficiency of agricultural production on the basis 
of concentration and specialization and the introduction of industrial 
techniques. ; 


Modern processes taking place in the countryside for improving the 
economic system, of which the core is the concentration of technical 
production resources within the framework of rayon mechanization asso- 
ciations, Comrade Bodyul stressed, have made agricultural production 
forces more mobile and receptive to scientific und technical progress 
and have revealed tremendous potential for further accelerating the 
growth in production of all types of agricultural products, reducing 
the expenditure of labor and resources on obtaining them, considerably 
increasing economic efficiency and improving all the qualitative indi- 
cators of work. 
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Great work is under way in the republic on the creation of a unified, 
integrated foodstuffs complex, Comrade Bodyul went on to say. The 
discrepancies which have arisen over the years between the production 
of industrial crops, vegetables, fruit and grapes on the one hand, and 
the ability of the processing industry and procurement organizations to 
receive them on time, process them, store them and produce a high 
quality product and supply it to the consumer in good time on the other 
hand, are being eliminated. The discrepancy between agriculture's 
potential for supplying the country's population with fresh products 
and the trading sphere's potential for receiving them in large consign- 
ments, storing and packing them and selling them in the places of con- 
sumption is also being eliminated. 


Expressing his thanks for the detailed information, Comrade Kiselev told 
those present of measures being implemented in the country to further 
develop the fuel and energy base, create more economical machines and 
assemblies and more fully satisfy the working people's needs for con- 
sumer goods. In this connection he noted the positive experience of 
enterprises of the Moldavian Ministry of Local Industry. 


Comrade Kiselev noted the need to reduce the volume of uncompleted con- 
struction, to make fuller use of existing capacities in industry and 
agriculture and to eliminate laggardness in relation to five-year plan 
targets in all sectors of the economy. 


In conclusion Comrade Kiselev wished the republic's working people new 
successes in resolving the tasks facing then. 


Departure Reported 
LD031417 Kishinev SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in Russian 21 Mar 80 p 1 LD 
[ATEM report: "T. Ya. Kiselev's Departure"] 


[Text] On 20 March T. Ya. Kiselev, deputy chairman of the USSR Council 
of Ministers, planted a tree in Friendship Avenue in A. S. Pushkin Park 
in memory of his visit to Moldavia and signed the republican capital's 
honored visitors book. 


On the same day Comrade Kiselev left for Moscow. He was seen off by 
I. I. Bodyul, first secretary of the Mc ldavian CP Central Committee, 
S. K. Grossu, chairman of the Moldavi: : SSR Council of Ministers, and 
other officials. 
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REGIONAL 


PLAY ON EFFECTS OF ZIONISM ON UKRAINIAN JEW REVIEWED 


Review by Lyahushchenko 


Kiev KUL'TURA I ZHYTTYA in Ukrainian 3 Feb 80 p 2 


[Review by H. Lyatushchenko, first deputy head of the Ukrainian Theatrical 
Society Administration: "A Politically Impassioned Play 


{text The performance of "Vtrachenyy Horyzont" st Horizon] by the 
tsa Ukrainian Musical Dramatic Theatre imeni M. Seucvs'kyy merited 
wide recognition and completely justified public aprroval: deeply 
patriotic, filled with international pathos, Hryhoriy Plo:kin's play 
inspired the artists to a serious and moving talk with the audience about 
the advantages of a socialist way of life, and about the myths and facts 
of capitalist reality. 


International Zionism, long associated with all reactionary forces from 
former white guardists and Petlyura's pogromniks up to the remants of 
Hitlerism and Maoists dizsy with anti-Soviet psychosis, has led and still 
leads a deceptive propaganda campaign against communism, striving to tell 
lies about the social achievements of the Great October, especially in 

the strengthening of Lenin's nationality politics. 


Spreading an anti-scholarly ‘theery' of "a werldwide Hebrew nation’, 
jabbering abeut some kind of “double citizenship" of representatives of 
the "God elected peoples", about the non-existing "Hebrew question" in 
the USSR, the Zionists use all kinds of ways to fan slanderous hearsay, 
making desperate attempts to sow nationalist poison in the souls of 
individual politically and morally unstable people, trying te “wash out" 
their idsdlogic convictions. 


The story at the base ef Pletkin's play is significant, the spiritual 
failure ef a young Kiew scientist: Mykhaylo Lifshyts' who, believing 
Zionist prevecateurs, left the Seviet fatherland and emigrated te Isreel. 


,.. The unreasonably ambitious individual felt that in "the werld of free 
business" he would quickly establish himself as a persen and as a scientist. 
"Tourists" from the Near East, rabbi Rashkever and his wife Ryva filled 
his head with these illusiens. 
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These budding hopes of a fereign "bleeming" are encouraged alse by 
Mykhayle's swindling childheed friend, the ignerant Adyk Fuks. Having 
serieus reasens to expect an audit, this shrewd “activist of the comercial 
front" attempts to te add "an ideelogical basis" te the necessity ef 
speeding up their joint departure for the "prenmised land". Instructed by 
Rashkover, he teaches Mykhaylo te "think natienally", and fills his home 
library with the false writings of Zionist propaganda, 


Exhausted by strenuous scientific work and dissatisfied with himself 
because of experiment misoaloulations, Mykhaylo slowly gets used to the 
idea pressed on him that approval ef his technical project is held up 
not because of an additional cycle of experiments, but as a result of 
prejudicial treatment against himself. 


Blinded by this nonsense, Mykhaylo cannot be held back from the fatal step 
either by the deep indignation of his older brother Borys, a former soldier, 
and now a skilled workman and party organizer of a department in one of 
Kiev's factories, nor by the friendly advice of the teacher Olesya 
Makarivna Doreshenko whe, at one point at the risk ef her life, saved him 
and his mother Dera L'vivna from the SS executioners. 


It never occurs to Mykhaylo that an individual who grew up and formed 
himself in Soviet cenditions will never get used te the capitalist way of 
life, and accept its rapacious custems, people-hating morality. It also 
Gees not occur to him that the "newly acquired relative,"' Rashkover, geatle 
and ingratiating during the meeting in-Kiev, will speak to him in Israel 

in a different language, the language of cynical political calculation 

in order to implant repugnant behavier norms. 


Reaching Haifa, Mykhaylo at first objects to the traps set by Rashkover, 
desiring te escape them, but he becomes more and more entangled, loses 
his human dignity and finally begins te drift helplessly with the muddy 
current of a terribly devastated spiritual existence which, of course, 
leads him to open baseness and betrayal. 


Many of the real dramatic clashes in the play are based on documentary 
evidence as noted by the author's personal observations. But actual facts 
are artistically thought out by the playwright and are enlightened with 
the artistic truth of the theatre. 


Dyrected by the People's Artist Fedor Vereshchahin, in more than three 
decades of its existence the Vinnitsa Theatre imeni M. Sadovs'kyy made 

a marked contribution to the development of Ukrainian Seviet drama, being 
always ready to contribute artistically to the life of its contemporaries, 
to confirm cemmunist ideals. Its production of the dramatic novel " 
"Vtrachenyy Horyzont" is a logical continuation of all previous activity 
of this creative collective, a new step in its growth. 
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"Vtrachenyy Horizont" is not the Vinnitsa theatre's first meeting with 

the author; his heroic comedy "Na Svitanky" /At Daybreak/was already 
produced here, also stressing proletarian internationalism and the friend 
ship of nations in our country. 


Honored UkrSSR Artist, the product of Vinnitsa theatre, play director 

V. Selezn'ov showed skill in developing the characters’ psycholegy and 

in the whole production - ideologicall, precise, clearly defined and 
dynamic. He was able to achieve real harmony within the performing 
ensemble which provided for an absorbing, moving, cenvincing and stimlating 
experience for the viewer. Many worker responses in the press speak for 
the high educational potential of this drama. 


The excellent performance by UkrSSR People's Artists V. Syravatka and 
I, Tarapate must be especially noted. Their portrayals of sly and 
designing Zionist businessmen are authentic, exceptionally accurate. 
The performers were able to show the internal nature of these dangerous 
soulcatchers without caricature. , 


New areas of talent in the role of Mykhaylo Lifshyts' were shown by 
Honored UkrSSR Artist N. Kondratiuk. He traces with realistic force 

the finest cracks in the character of a person who became a victim of 
indifference to politics, narrow-minded treatment of life, and proves 

the inevitability of his spiritual impoverishment and complete destruction. 


The role of Mykhaylo's mother, who tells about the events and deeds in the 
play which ruined her son's soul, was recreated successfully, with con- 
siderable artistic tact by Honored UkrSSR Artist V. Temchenko. 


A lot of favorable things may be said about the performers of other roles, 
and also about the scenery by Honored UkrSSR Gultmrel Worker K. Vitavs'kyy, 
and the musical arrangement by the composer 0. Levyts'kyy. 


The Vinnitsa artistic victory has this fundamental meaning: by producing 
"Vtrachenyy Horyzont" the theatre established itself in the front lines 

of ideological warfare, once more proved its ability to successfully decide 
complex and serious artistic problems. 


The nomination of the play's author, directer and principal actors for the 
Ukrainian SSR State Prize imeni T. H. Shevchenko is undoubtedly justified 
by their work. 


Review by Hrushchenko 





Kiev LITERATURNA UKRAYINA in Ukrainian 15 Feb 80 p 2 


Review by Ivan Hrushchenke, Recter ef the Higher Party School, CC Ukrainian 
ist Party: "A Patrietic, Vivid Werk*"7 


[Text] Over the many years of party werk, I have again and again observed 
and felt the growing interest of our peeple in the more inpertant 
contemporary Seviet literature and art. 
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It was gre te watch the interest with which 0. Honchar's novel 
"Bereh Lyubeyi" Shore of Lo was discussed at a readers’ conference, 
or the viewers’ tional reactien te the Vinnitsa theatre production of 
"Helubi Oleni* @ Reindeer/ by 0. Kolomiyets', or holding ir breaths 
wato the feats of virgin soil workers in "Smak Khliba® Taste of 


Bread/. There are many wore examples like this. 


Recently there have been quite a few truly authentic, artistically expert 
works of Ukrainian Soviet literature, theatre, film and other forms of 
art which attracted the diligent attention of a wide commnity circle. 
This is especially underscored by the published list of works submitted 
for the award of the Ukrainian SSR State Premium imeni T.H. Shevchenko. 
Among them I was pleased to see the names .of the author of "Vtrachenyy 
Horyzent" [Tost Ho H. Plotkin and the director-producer of this 
drama at tne Vinnitsa Musical Dramatic Theatre imeni Sadovs'kyy, Honored 
UkrSSR Artist V. Selezn'ov, the actors-performers of the main roles 
UkrSSR Peeple's Artists V. Syravatko and I. Tarapata. 


As the secretary of the Vinnitskoy Party Obkom, I . took part in the 
decision to include H. Plotkin's play in the active theatre repertoire. 

I liked the dramatic novel "Vtrachenyy Horyzent" primarily because of its 
political sharpness, publicistic passion, truthfulness of life's 
situations and the main characters. Both in its content and imagery the 
work actively encroaches upon the sphere of ideological warfare in the 
international arena. 


It is well known that world imperialism in its anti-Soviet, anti-commnist 
propaganda, in its cunning actions against socialism and peace relies 

on such reactionary forces as bourgeois nationalism, Zionism and Maoism. 
The pathos of H. Pletkin's play is especially directed at the angry 
disclosure of international Zionist ideology, the Israeli military clique. 


The Lifshyts' family, is an ordinary Soviet family taking advantage of all 
the goods of the socialist society, its fate is tied in with the fate of 
our nation. The older brether Borys, a former soldier, now works as 

a skilled workman at one of Kiev's factories, was awarded an order. 

The younger brother Mykhaylo is a scientific institute worker, a candidate 
of sciences. Their mother Dora L'vivna, saved with her underage son 
Mykhaylo from Hitler's ocoupants by a Ukrainian family, enjoys her grown 
children. 


However, the egotistical and self-assured Mykhaylo, inclined towards an 
unhealthy individualism and opportunism, gradually succumbs to Zionist 
talk of the "“exclusiveness", and “messianism" of the Hebrew nation and, 
as a result of this, interprets the natural demands and objective 
complications of his scientific work in the institute as “a restriction 
of rights", as supposedly deliberate hindrances along his way. Finding 
himself in Israel, of his own will, Mykhaylo instead of the promised 
"heaven" falls into a trap of scientific businessmen, experiencing 

a complete failure as a scientist and as a person. 











In telling this tragic story of breaking away from the fatherland, or 
rather of Mykhaglo's betrayal, the playwright introduces sharp viewpoint 
polemics between Soviet patriots (Borys Lifshyts', his wife Kateryna, 

the teacher Olesya Makarivna) and "peaceloving" tourists from Isreel 

(the Rashkovers) and the seekers of "easy life" outside the native land 
(Mykhaylo Lafshyts', the young, greedy Zinukha and Adyk Fuks), touching 

on important ideological-moral problems: firm loyalty to the Soviet 
fatherland, the sacred, one family feeling of our people, anti-nationality, 
hypocritical Zionist ideology, etc. 


Replying to the Zionist Rashkover, the Soviet worker Borys Lifshyts' 
states proudly: "And we know that our fatherland is here in the Soviet 
land," Hoping te disperse the Zionist fog which enveloped Mykhaylo, 

Borys says: "At school, in FZN, in battle and now 35 years at the factory 
I always felt that I was an equal member of one family. Hitler's soldiers 
reminded me in '41 that I was Jewish. And today the Zionists are also 
reminding me of this. The former insisted that I was a lower order being 
because of my nationality and therefore had to be liquidated. The latter 
assure me that I belong to a "God elected nation" and thus have some 
special privileges. But these are the two sides of one and the same 
racist medal," 


Plotkin's play also truthfully reflects the international unity of the 
working people in Israel. There are touching episodes of self-help by 


Asya Lifshyts', the Pelish Jew Yanek Zatulovs'kyy, the Arab worker-slave 
Dzhemala, who hate the Jewish enslavers stepping jointly orto the 
revolutionary path. 


In general, the ideological-artistic value of H. Plotkirfs play lies in its 
confirmation of the Soviet way of life, the beauty of Soviet existence 

in which the working person has real political and social rights and 

2ll opportunities to utilize his abilities. The work discloses the stifling 
atmosphere of the so-called "free" capitalist world, with its class in- 
equality, hostility, militarism and oppression of the working people. 

A convincing proof is the tragic fate of Mykhaylo Lifshyts' who lost his 
living horizon in it and later his life too. 


H. Plotkin's play staged by the Vinnitsa theatre presents the viewer with 
bright, psychologically. accurate, emotional ideas and pictures, it moves 
him with its patriotic and international pathos, pointing to our class 
enemies, strengthens the viewer's love of the native land. 


Both the play and the performance of "Vtrachenyy Horyzont" successfully 
continue the glorious traditions of Soviet political drama. In watching 
this performance I recalled Ya. Galan's "Pid Zolotym Orlom" /Under the 
Golden Eagle/ and "Lyubov na Svitanni" /Love at Daybreak] disclosing the 
ugly face and crimes of the imperialist . hirelings - Ukrainian bourgeois 
nationalists, the by V. Zemlyak "President" and the play "Intervyu 
v Buenos-Ayresi" /Interview in Buenos Aires/ by H. Borevyk, in which 

the newly appearing contemporary fascists are branded who drowned freedom 
and power of the Chilean people in blood. 
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In presen the play "Vtrachenyy Horyzont" the Vinnitea theatre 

a parr ning = Bw! by the experienced stage expert, USSR People's Artist 
F. Vereshchagin again demonstrated its political and artistio maturity 
and its important social calling. In my opinion, the play's author and 
members of its stage presentation deserve the recognition of the UkrSSR 


State Premium imeni T. H, Shevchenko, 


Review by Baraban 


Kiev LITERATURNA UKRAYLNA in Ukrainian 15 Feb 4O p 2 


view by Leonid Baraban, candidate of art sciences: "Two Worlds, 
Fates*7 
[Text] The theatrical arts and drama in the Ukraine continually reaffirm 
eling of love for the Soviet fatherland, elaborating on themes of 
friendship of nations, international working people solidarity and the 
theme of socialist humanism, Hryhoriy Plotkin's original dramatic 
writing falls specifically within this ideological subject matter channel. 


Critics and tre experts thoroughly analyzed his "Chornomors'ka 
Trylohiya" /Hlack Sea Trilo in which he recreated the fiery pages of 
our revolutionary history and the constructive present; the play "Mist 
Patona" /Patton's Bridge] dedicated to Bulgarian-Soviet friendship was 
also favorably received. Now life began in the republic's theatres for 
a@ new play by the author "Vtrachenyy Horyzont" st Horizon/. 


This play has a clearly expressed ideological character, the ideas of 
loyalty of Soviet people to the fatherland are passionately defended, 
renegates are branded and dethr ned, a description is given of the fall 
of morally unstable people who give in to the influence of | ‘beurgeois 
propaganda, especially Israeli Zionists, lose their dearest possession, 
their Soviet fatherland, are later bitterly sorry succumbing to an 
irreparable life disaster. In writing this play Plotkin referred his 
two works, the book "Poyizdka do Izra " (199) [Trip to Isree 

and the play "Zemlya Obitovana" (1960 ised Land/. 


According to genre characteristics "Vtrachenyy Horyzont" is a dramatic 
novel. Its beginning and the final chord ~~ have a specific frame, 
the story is told in the first person by the mother - Dore L'vivna. 

This provides the work's basic conflict and subject lines with a needed 
wholeness and psychological credibility. The play staged by the Vinnitsa 
Musical Dramatic Theatre imeni M. Sadovs'kyy, headed by USSR People's 
Artist F. Vereshchahin, is the embodiment of an emetionalstylistic key 
in publicistic-psychelogical drama. 














The directer-prodmoer, Henored UkrSSR Artist V. Selezn'ov with the help of 
artist K. Vitavs'kyy and composer 0. Levyts'kyy created a graphically 
clear, emotionally impassioned performance, full of social pathos, life's 
truths, organise accerd, and unity of various structureal-order components. 


The viewer watches with great interest and emotion the dramatic story 
of those who under Zionist destructive influence lest their native land, 
and experienced failure away from the Seviet fatherland. Only hyper- 
trophied self-esteem and self-importance made the engineer Mykhaylo 
Lifeshyts' forget the most important in a human being - his conscience, 
social responsibility and patriotic feelings. 


People of different ages, professiong and character appear in the play. 
In creating stage representations, the artists achieved a clear distinction 
of characters, excellent acting technique, plasticity and an accurate 


perception of the play's rhythn. 


Tonality and visual effects give the play a specific beginning. In the 
glittering of neon light advertising, the outline of an Israeli town is 
visible through evening darkness; in this restlessness a ray of light 
picks out the face of an old gray woman. With tears in her eyes she slowly 
approaches the footlights and begins her talk, full of sadness, despair, 
hopelessness, she describes the tragedy which struck her family, the 
misfortune which befell then. 


It would seem that ylo Lifshyts', candidate of technical sciences, 
needed nothing more /from life/ - he had a good apartment, a good position 
in the scientific-research institute, the respect of his colleagues, 

the time was close for him te defend his doctoral dissertation. But, 
inelined te exaggerate his abilities and scientific achievements, he loses 
realistic orientatien, seeks glery, neglets the cellective, and finally, 
blinded by Zienist prepaganda, decides to look for happiness in Isreel. 


The role of Mykhayle Lifshyts' is played in a psychologically convincing 
wanner by the Honored UkrSSR Artist N. Kendratyuk. He demonstrates that 
the conceit of the young scientist, indifferenee to political preblens, 
and groundless assurance of the exclusiveness ef his talent lead him te 


a catastrophic defeat. 


Bnoountering brutal reality in the bourgeois society, Mykhayle becomes 

a marienette in the hands of a religious fanatic - rabbi Shymon Rashkover; 
speaking on television, he insists that in Israel he found "real freedon", 
although actually he net only had no laboratery, but net even a modest 
position. The artist traces in depth the moral fall of Mykhayle Lifshyts' 
using in addition te purely realistic celering also satirical methedse of 
expression. 


Defection, Zienist infatuation drove the former engineer and now already 
the owner of a omall TV repair shop in Israel inte » @tal human tragedy. 








The perfermance's unmasking pathos is especially evident in the pertrayal 
of Israeli agents ~ the Rashkevers. Ukrainian SSR People's Artists 

V. Syravatke and I. Tarapata in recreating the reles of autie Ryva and 
unole Shymon do not immediately disclese the real essence ef these seul 
eatehers for Israel. ‘They arrive in Kiew and find themselves ameng the 
Lifshyte' family as se-called relatives, sincerely commiserating their 
nephew's inability te prove his talent. 


Bat with each succeeding appearance their true face shews up more clearly 
as that of ebstinate Zionists and anti-Seviets. Ingratiating, delicate, 
supposedly far remeved frem pelitics, the clergyman Symon Rashkover is 
actually a wild beast in the "premised land", a dictaterial ruler in 
Mykhaylo Lifshyts’ displacement. ‘the acter I. Tarapata unmasks Shyson's 
hypecricy, slyness, perfidieusness and disregard ef everything fer his 
own miserly purpeses. 


In the persen of Ryva Rashkever we see a combination ef various moral, 
psychelegical qualities, which aetually ameunt te a craving fer prefit, 
owmership, and a Zienist self-asmgurancs. The artist V. Syrevatke ws 
able te cenvey threagh movement, internation, leok, pause and dialegue 
with ee-speaker the real essence and disgrace ef the female nature of 


auntie Ryva. 


The "Vtrachenyy Heryzent" perfermance is presented as a stage contrast 
of two worlds, as a sharp diel of two ideelegies. The first part which 
takes place in Kiev is marked with a healthy seral atmosphere, a light 
meed, humaneness, the optimian ef the Seviet way of life. In the 

reons ef the elder Lifshyts' ~ the factery skilled worker Berys 
fartist- M. Pepruha), his wife Kateryna (V. Khreshchenyuk), the old 
teacher - Olesya Makarivna ((Honered UkrSSR Artist M. Anishchenke), 
professor Kelyada (UkrSSR People's Artist H. Tyshchenko) the appealing 
characteristics of the Soviet patriets are recreated as well as their 
decisive rebuttal of any kind of narrowmindedmess, political demagogisn 
and defection from the fatherland. 


The Vinnitsa performance ensemble provided H. Pletkin's play with a. 
strong secial-political meaning and picturesque emetienal clarity. 

The perfermance definitely fights our ideelegical sppenents, further 
develeps the international theme in centemperary theatrical culure, 
confirming the Soviet way of life, shewing the bitter fate ef those whe 
do net value the Soviet native land. Plotkin's publicistie-psychelegical 
drama is beth true te life and scenically multifaceted; for this wrk 
the Vinnitsa theatre deserves to be honered with the UkrSSR State Premium 
imeni T.H. Shevchenke. 
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REGIONAL 


EMBEZZLEMENT, MATERIAL LOSSES IN RIGA TRADE ORGANIZATIONS 
Riga SOVETSKAYA LATVIYA in Russian 25 Dec 79 p 3 
[article from the LATINFORM Wire Service: "Put Trade in Immaculate Order" / 


[text_7 A meeting of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Latvian SSR 
was held, at which the question, "On Observing Legislation on the Protection 
and Safekeeping of Socialist Property in the System of the Latvian SSR Mini- 
etry of Trade," was considered. P, Ya. Strautmanis, chairman of the Presi- 
dium of the Supreme Soviet of the Latvian SSR, conducted the meeting. 


It was noted that the ministry and the organizations subordinate to it toge- 
ther with local Soviets of People's Deputies, law enforcement organs and pub- 
lic organizations, in implementing the decisions of the directive organs, are 
carrying out a complex of measures directed toward improving work on ensuring 
the safekeeping of socialist property and toward intensification of the cam 
paign against embezzlement and waste. 


At the same time, the Ministry of Trade and city Soviets of People's Deputies 
have still not provided for the implementation by a number of subordinate 
organizations of the statutes of the Constitution of the Latvian SSR on the 
care of public property. Work has slackened in trade organizations on guar- 
anteeing the safekeeping of socialist property and compensation for damage 
inflicted by embezzlement, shortfalls and waste. During the current year 

not only did the number of major shortfalls uncovered in the ministry's sys- 
tem increase, but their total sum also grew substantially. The sum of un- 
penalized material damage, particularly in the management of local bazaars of 
the Riga gorispolkom Li executive committee of city soviet of workers' depu- 
ties /, has also grown, 


The concealment of scarce goods from customers, the sale of goods directly 
from the stores' warehouses and interruptions in trade owing to less-than- 
prompt delivery of goods located at wholesale bases, are taking place in a 
number of trade organizations. Such shortcomings and violations are condu- 
cive to speculation in these goods, which makes for valid complaints by 
workers. 
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The basic reasons for the violations of the rules of trade are as follows: 

the lowering of exactingness on the part of some managers toward employees, 
infractions of labor discipline, shortcomings in the work with personnel, 
low-quality in the taking of inventory and the lack of reliable protection 

of trade facilities. Thus, there are instances where employees of trade, 

who have not ensured the safekeeping of state property or are violating the 
rules of trade, are nevertheless appointed to responsible positions, In indi- 
vidual instances, managers have set out on the path of concealing shortfalls 
in order to oreate the impression of apparent well-being as far as the safe- 
keeping of socialist property is concerned, 


It was also noted that foot—dragging in the examination and investigation of 
individual materials and cases of shortfalls, embezzlement and larceny is 
tolerated by employees of the organs of internal affairs and of the prosecu- 
tor's office. As a result, guilty parties are often not called to account 

for long periods of time. Some people's courts are less than prompt and lack- 
ing in quality when it comes to examining cases on the compensation of damage 
inflicted by embezzlement and shortfalls. 


City and rayon Soviets of People's Deputies in the city of Riga and their 
executive committees are still doing inadequate work on implementing guidance 
and supervision over the operations of trade and public catering organizations 
in terms of their observance of legislation on the protection and safekeeping 
of socialist property. The potentials of the permanent commissions of the 
Soviets and their executive committees, of the organs of people's control, of 
comrades' courts and of the volunteer armed people's brigades are not being 
utilized to full measure in this work. 


In the decree that was adopted, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 
Latvian SSR has made it incumbent upon the republic's Ministry of Trade to 
eliminate the existing shortcomings and violations in the system under its 
jurisdiction and to ensure unconditional fulfillment of the requirements of 
the Constitution of the USSR and of the Latvian SSR and of decisions by the 
directive organs of the USSR and Latvian SSR, decisions which are directed 
toward stepping up the campaign against encroachments upon public property, 
while concrete measures have been defined, measures which must be adopted by 
the ministry and by city and rayon Soviets of People's Deputies and their 
executive committees. The chief of these are providing for widespread parti- 
cipation by the public in putting trade and public catering in immaculate 
order, the continuous disclosure of the causes and conditions giving birth to 
shortfalls, embezzlement and waste and the implementation of day-to-day super- 
vision over the observance of the rules of Soviet trade. 


The decree directed the Latvian SSR Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Lat- 
vian SSR Prosecutor's Office to the need to improve the work of organs subor- 
dinate to them in the suppression and exposure of embezzlement and other 
crimes against socialist property, on their prompt and thorough investigation, 
on bringing guilty parties to account and on compensation for material damage. 
The Latvian SSR Supreme Court must strengthen supervision over the strict 
observance by the courts of legisla.‘on on the examination of cases of 


aT 





encroachments on public property. It has been suggested to the Latvian SSR 
Ministry of Justice that it step up ite attention to questions of the obser- 
vanoe by people's courts of the deadlines established by law for the examina- 
tion of oriminal and civil cases and guarantee an improvement in the work of 
bailiffs in compensation for damages that are being inourred, 
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REGIONAL 


HARMFUL INFLUENCE OF WESTERN PROPAGANDA ON LENINGRAD YOUTH 
Leningrad LENINGRADSKAYA PRAVBA in Russian 3 Fed 80 p 3 


ticle by D. Genkin, department head, S. Massarskiy and V. Tearev, instruc- 
8, Department of Cultural and Educational Work at the N. K. Krupskaya 
Institute of Culture, "Let's Talk About the Discotheque"/ 


The emall hall is filled with cigarette smoke. Super-loud music beats 
on one's eardrums. In the center—a crowd of dancers. “Bonny M.", Donna 
Sommer, "Smoky", the MC weightily pronounces the names of the superstars and 
the fashionable groups. 


Now there is a short pause, and, as this same M proclaims, "a talented bard 
from Leningrad" appears in the center of the hall. Jauntily accompanying 
himself on his twanging guitar, he sings or rather dolefully recites in a 
sing-song voice the verses of "a talented poet from Leningrad": "In two 
years the acacia will wither; in tw years there'll be radiation"—and so on 
along that line. And once again—the music. Images from a slide projector 
appear on a screen in time with the music: in no particular order there is 
@ photograph of Mireille Mathieu,a poster dedicated to the Year of the Child, 
@ stunning ad for soap powder, and a map of the Bermuda Triangle. Where are 
we, O reader? 


This is being presented by the "Gorizont" disco-studio in the N. K. Krup- 
skaya Palace of Culture. It was established a year ago and has presented 
more than 50 programs at young peoples' recreational evenings, and 

is popular. But all this is being done by personal agreements with the 
devotees, on personal tape recorders and the personal recordings from the 
group of music lovers. And, we will add, according to a narrow concept 
of just what is a discotheque. 


Just such a narrow concept came to us, along with the pictures from some 
imported magazine or the advertising on the jacket of a pop recording, 

that shows through in the presentation of the organizers of the discotheque, 
which is becoming more and more popular in Leningrad. And, unfortunately, 
one ought not be surprised by the model we described at the beginning: the 
organizers have assimilated only the western model of discotheque, thoroughly 
permeated by a bourgeois concept of the use of free time. 
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Hence the transformation of the discotheque into a fashionable dance floor 
with such loud music, that has such a atrong effect on the psyche. Hence 
also the repertoire which represents an endless parade of fashionable foreign 
disco stars and groups (our performers and groups are the rare excep- 

tion here), Henoe also the slide show, the source of the vast majority of 
which is western magazines. And the devotees, attracted by the music, do not 
notice that they are involuntarily becoming propagandists of the bourgeois 
way of life, with ite bright and garish but far from inoffensive ads, which 
foist on our young people an alien ideology and a philistine concept of 

the meaning of life. 





However, the form of discotheque which we find unacceptable is hardly manda- 
tory for this new form of youth recreation. Dozens of variants are 

possible for "filling in" the pauses between dances in a completely differe* 
manner. 


What, in general, is the attraction of the discotheque, both for the young 
people and for those who are engaged in organizing leisure time? The fact 
that they not only can dance here but also can find out about new things in 
the arts, and meet with friends who like the same kind of music; the fact that 
there is gaity and the out-of-the-ordinary here. Dancing, accompanied by 
light shows, alternates with interesting commentaries, slides, still photos 
from movies, and quises; the fact that the MC is not at all like the usual 
entertainer; the fact that everyone here can be active and have a good time, 
displaying one's erudition in various spheres in front of one's friends. 

And then there arises that unique atmosphere of interpersonal relationships 
of which all club officials dream. In a word, the discotheque can become a 
genuinely new and interesting form of cultural-educational work, where inter- 
esting information, pageantry and dancing are organically combined. 


During the Second Festival of Friendship of the Young People of the USSR and 
Hungary in Leningrad, our Hungarian friends presented a thematic program for 
discotheque, dedicated to internationalism and youth. The program included 
both information about the countries, and slides which helped those gathered 
there to take a trip to the Hungarian Peoples' Republic; a fascinating quiz; 
and, of course, music, dancing and songs. It appeared that the entire pro- 
gram was created right there before your eyes, improvised. And this spon- 
taneousness, this authenticity of action is the specific character of disco- 
theque. Behind this seemingly outward simplicity, a great deal of work was 
done by the "disk jockeys", the "discophiles" or the "MC's". This very 
organizer is. the central figure of the discotheque, a kind of youth leader 
to whom the young willingly entrust their free time. In the GOR, in Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and the other socialist countries, such leaders command a 
great deal of attention. After all, in order to put on a discotheque pro- 
gram, it is not enough to have the desire, the records, and the equipment. 

A certain minimum amount of knowledge md skill is required. Discotheque 
organizers must be trained in the proper concept of discotheque, in the 
principles of making up programs, in theatrical production skills, in dances, 
in standards of speech and many other things. 





The first steps in this direction are being taken at the Laningrad Institute 
of Culture. Future club organizers and technicians are being given element- 
ary skills in setting up and conducting discotheque programs in special 
courses and seminars. But, to put it bluntly, this is a matter for the fut- 
ure. Today everything is going the way of amateur talent activities, and 
the enthusiasts are beating their heads against the wall, experimenting in 
the manner of "as the spirit moves then." 


Those who take the leading role are, as a rule, people with a technical inclina- 
tion, radio amateurs, and collectors of the latest recordings. Among them 
there are almost no specialists in the sphere of music or clu functions. 


For example, Nikolay Rovnov, a physicist and a research fellow at Leningrad 
University, directs the discotheque at the "Mir" Palace of Culture. He has 
been experimenting with discotheque there for five years now. Firet he sim- 
ply created a cycle of stories about the music (without the dances), and then 
put on concert programs in the style of a "show" in the cafe. He came to the 
conclusion that the discotheque should consist exclusively of dancing and 
entertainment for evening gatherings, with slides and a light show set to 
meic. 


Albert Kachkonym , Sergey Tushavin, Oleg Aleshin and other student enthusiasts 
from the Shipbuilding Institute, have organized a discotheque in their dorn- 
itory, predominately as dancing, although they are at the same time striving 
toward concert programs with the pace of a theatrical production, adaptations 
for the stage, and so on. Occasionally they manage to introduce the elements 
of a debate, which certainly enhances the progran. 


Most disagreements among discotheque organizers arise over sources of infor- 
mation, and its direction. Many of the leaders consider that one must pro- 
vide only that information that cannot be acquired anywhere else. The latter 
is probably not bad. But one mst not reduce the information to events in 
the life of some foreign star performer or other, to some sort of stupendous 
sensation of questionable use, and other kinds of "super novelties". 


Appropriate subjects for discussion at discotheques are the various items of 
news about the collective, new books, songs, films and fashion. A meeting 
with an interesting person can enrich the program, something wnich is com- 
pletely excluded in western discotheques, which set themselves no educational 
goals. Perhaps a place should be found for topical political information. 
That this enriches the evening is confirmed, for example, by the work of the 
"Kontakt" disco club at the LETI /Leningrad Electro-technical Institute/, and 
by the experience of our friends the socialist countries. 


With a proper understanding of the matter, the interest of young people in 
loud records can be broadly utilized for improving the organization of their 
recreation. Im essense, the question should be one of disco clubs in which 
discotheque becomes one of the forms of mass political work. Taking part in 
such associations are phonograph record collectors, music lovers, and audio 
and visual technicians. The komsomol members and the young people at the 
Zhelyabov factory have established their discotheque on just such a basis. 
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Thus, there are both negative and positive experiences. And yet, on the 
whole, the impression is created that discotheques and disco clubs spring up 
Spontaneously, and exist of their own b'dding. Mostly, the palaces of culture 
and clubs serve as a place for hire, and their directors do not as a rule 
become involved in the content of the programs and are handing over the disco- 
theque for lease to the "lucky ones" who possess hard-to-get recordings, or 
the equipment. It seems that such a "spontaneous" approach to a new matter 
which is on the whole not a simple one, is hardly appropriate. The directors, 
including the artistic directors, must bear the responsibility for that which 
goes on within the walls of the cultural establishment. It is not a question 
of forbidding "bad" discotheques—this would be the simplest of all to do ; but 
one of filling this new form of leisure activity with the ingredients which 
fulfil the needs of a communist education for the young people, 


But today there is no one in a position to say how many discotheques there are 
in Leningrad. The Main Administration of Culture, the Palace of Amateur 
Artistic Activities, the Mass Cultural Department of the Lenoblsovprof /Ten- 
ingradskaya Oblast Trade Union Council/, and the City Komsomol Committee can 
not even determine who should be concerned with the matters. 


Meanwhile, there really is no problem here. Who other than the club officials 
can and should bring together lovers of music and dancing, direct their ener- 
gies and enthusiasm into the proper channel, and join forces to solve the 
main problem—to utilize the new form of leisure activity for the spiritual, 
intellectual and moral growth of the young people? 


It is also clear that neither party, komsomol nor trade union organizations 
can shun this matter, for the everyday concern for improving the leisure time 
activities of the young people is, in essense, no more than a component part 
of all ideological and political educational work. 
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REGIONAL 


PARENTS BLAMED FOR RIGA TEENAGE MOLOTOV COCKTAIL PRANK 
Riga SOVETSKAYA LATVIYA in Russian 5 Jan 80 p 2 


[article by V. Guchinskaya, methods worker for the Division of Public “4 ca- 
tion of the Oktyabr'skiy Rayon Ispolkom (Executive Committee) of the Ci of 
Riga: "Facing the Commission" 7 


[i Text_/ The affair took place in the evening. As you have already sur- 
mised, there was nothing to do. Someone suggested they have a little fun-—- 
filling bottles with gasoline and tossing them as fiery torches from the roof 
of a house. The idea was accepted with a shout of “hurray." But the "fire- 
works" did not come to pass. And not because someone in this group of five 
thought it over again at the last moment and persuaded the remaining ones to 
abandon the dangerous undertaking. Passers<-by dispersed the gang, which had 
been in a bellicose mood. They detained one teenager, while the other four 
managed to flee. However, by the next morning they also showed up at the 
division of the militia. 


The case of these teenagers was examined in the commission handling cases in- 
volving minors of the Oktyabr'skiy Rayon Ispolkom / Executive Committee / of 
the City of Riga. The members of the commission, which included teachers, 
upbringing workers and representatives of the militia, of the prosecutor's 
office and of the public, were faced with investigating misdemeanors by 14- 
and 15-year old kids. 


The teenagers stood there, with heads lowered, and obstinately affirmed, one 
after another, that the bottles containing gasoline were intended for the 
building of a bonfire, and not for "fireworks." Earlier, at the militia sta- 
tion, they had all given other depositions in which they had admitted their 
guilt. What then prevented them from being sincere before the commission? 


We invited their parents for a discussion. One question, another, a third 
one-~and it was already clear why the kids would lie with such self-assurance, 
attempting to avoid punishment. They sensed the moral support of their 
fathers and mothers, who in no way whatsoever thought that their children had 
committed a misdemeanor that was on the verge of crime. The contemplated 
"fireworks" were considered by the parents to be a child's amusement, a prank. 
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And in no way could they understand why the case, which was, in their opin- 
ion, not worth a wooden nickel, had elicited such passions. 


The roles which the parents of the teenagers had prepared for themselves im- 
peded the commission in ascertaining all the ciroumstances, For instance, 

the father of Nikolay K., when requested to describe his gon, could only find 
words that were especially praiseworthy to describe him. Meanwhile, it was 
known to him that his offspring has three "twos" L. grades on a five-point 
scale / for the term, plays hookey from his lessons and is noted for un- 
balanced behavior. Why then does he mislead the commission? Not knowing how 
to answer thie direct question, the father of Nikolay K. shrugs his shoulders. 


An adult man had demonstratively disregarded his duty to assist the commission 
in investigating the difficult character of his son, It is not surprising 
that his son also did not deem it necessary to answer honestly the questions 
put to him. 


In the clash which had emerged, the guilt of the father, who had not exerted 
the proper upbringing influence on the teenager, appeared unquestionable. To 
a greater or lesser extent all the parents who had been called in were to 
blame for the fact that they did not control the behavior of their children. 
Their delinquency failed to receive a harsh moral evaluation inside the fam 
ily. This is why the commission decided to punish the irresponsible fathers 
and mothers with fines in amounts ranging from 10 to 30 rubles. As for the 
teenagers, they were severely warned that in case of a repetition of socially 
dangerous activities, radical measures would be applied to them--right up to 
being sent off to a special educational institution of the closed boarding- 
facility variety. 


On that same day Vladimir Kh. appeared before the commission handling cases 
involving minors. He's an old acquaintance. He's 17 years old, works, and 

is not studying. He was recently at a detox center. He tells about his 

deeds without a shadow of embarrassment, he doesn't hide his eyes, but, on the 
contrary, looks at you with defiance and insolence. 


With Vladimir came his mother, a small and frail woman. She answered the 
questions posed by the members of the commission inconsistently and with con- 
fusion, attempting to shift the blame for what had happened to the company 
her son kept on the street. She presented herself in the best light, assert- 
ing that she had always taught Volodya only what was good. These were all 
empty words. It was obvious that this woman had forgotten how once upon a 
time she had poured her 12-year old son his first wine-glass and how subse- 
quently it was no trouble for her to invite him to dine with the adults. 


The commission determined that the mother of Vladimir Kh. had never been in- 
terested in the spiritual development of her son. It was decided to punish 
her by administrative action. Vladimir received orders to be sent to a spe- 
cial vocational and technical school. There they are attempting to make up 
to him for what he failed to receive in sufficient measure in his own family. 
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A sloppily dressed woman of 55 years entered the hall where the commission 
meets, She ia the mother of two children. They called her in because she 
had forgotten about her maternal duties and is leading an amoral way of life. 
There is thickly-~caked mud and disorder in her apartment. Furniture is almost 
totally lacking. The children sleep on one bed, often go about hungry, and 
are fed at the neighbors’, 


The opinion of the commission wae unanimous; to hand over the case of Citi- 
zenees L, to the rayon division of public education and to petition for 
deprivation of parental rights. 


The meeting continues, Valentine Urigor'yevna Gnidova, secretary in charge 

of the commission, takes the next case from the pile. Teenagers are fretting 
behind the door. There is anxiety in their eyes. The parents, mainly mothers, 
Sit hushed, with gloomy faces. Some of them apply handkerchiefs to their eyes 
from time to time. They are bitter and ashamed, It is possible that they 
will hide their feelings in front of the commission and will, in defiance of 
common sense, defend the.r children or disown their own blunders in family 
upbringing. They act as if it were nothing, but the court hearing of a case 
in the commission is a serious testing which one does not pass through without 
leaving a trace. This is a lesson that prompts many adults to ponder their 
role in the family. 


But, all the same, I would not like to end this account on an optimistic note. 
Why do the parents of difficult teenagers at times undertake a vicious game 
in an administrative organ? By screening for their children, who have done 

a lot of mischief, they think, of course, that they are being useful, but they 
are doing harm. b&xperience shows that if the father or mother does not see 
an ally in the person of the commission, they will oppose the progress of the 
court hearing of the case and will evade candid discussion; in this case one 
cannot hope for the impact which the meeting should have in terms of upbring- 
ing. In other words, the chief aim of the commission, which consists of 
exerting cardinal influence in terms of upbringing on minors who are law 
breakers, remains unachieved, 


There are parents who do not wish to admit openly their helplessness, They 
are concerned about considerations of the family's “prestige.” For the sake 
of an outward show of family well-being, they cast prudence to the winds— 
they lie, act as hypocrites and heap blame on whoever comes along. They are 
not very much worried as to what kind of moral lesson a teenager will draw 
from the parents’ outpouring of words. The next household scolding will 
scarcely be capable of compensating for the consequences of such antipedagogi- 
cal tactics. For the time being, this truth is still not realized by all 
parents. It is possible therefore that not every teenager who has difficulty 
in the area of upbringing can recognize that the meeting of the commission 
nas become a milestone for him and a turning point in his destiny. 
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HivGLONAL 


LATVIAN COURTS TOO LAX IN AGRICULTURE LIABILITY LAWS 
Riga SOVETSKAYA LATVIYA in Russian 4 Jan 80 p 4 


{Article from the LATINFORM Wire Service: "Plenum of the Supreme Court of 
the Latvian SSR" _/ 


[Text_J A regularly scheduled plenum of the Supreme Court of the Latvian 
SSR was held under the chairmanship of B. A. Azan. 


The question of the practice of the republic's courts in applying the legis- 
lation on liability for embezzlement of state and public property and for 
other crimes in the sphere of agricultural production was examined. JU. Ya. 
Krastinysh, a member of the Supreme Court of the Latvian SSR, presented a 
report. 


It was noted that, in the main, the republic's courts ensure the correct appli- 
cation of the existing legislation in this area. At the same time, there are 
mistakes and shortcomings that reduce the effectiveness of judicial activity 
in the activity of courts in the examination of cases in the categories in 
question. In a number of them, not all the individuals who are accessories 
to embezzlement, spoilage or squandering of property are always exposed and 
brought to accountability, the amount of the damage inflicted is not fully 
determined and the sums of the financial loss being recovered from the guilty 
parties are frequently reduced without appropriate grounds. In cases where 
the examination has led to the uncovering of circumstances that have been 
conducive to the perpetration of crimes, the courts have, in a number of in- 
stances, failed to issue interlocutory orders / chastnyye opredeleniya / 
directed toward eliminating them. Visits by judicial sessions for the exami- 
nation of cases at the site where the crime was perpetrated are rarely held. 


In the decree that was adopted, the attention of the courts was directed to 
the need to raise the quality of the examination of cases in the categories 

in question. The courts must strictly observe the interpretations of the 
plenum of the Supreme Court of the USSR and of the plenum of the Supreme Court 
of the Latvian SSR in the paragraph on the correct determination of the amount 
of embezzlement, must uncover all individuals who are accessories to the crime 
and must resolve the question of their liability. It is necessary to be more 








thorough and consistent in ascertaining the circumstances that promote the 
perpetration of the crime and more fully to utilize such active means as the 
issuing of interlooutory orders, in connection with which their quality must 
be steadily raised. One must aleo more frequently examine criminal cases on 
crimes in the sphere of agricultural production directly on kolkhozes and 
sovkhozes and more extensively enlist the participation of representatives 
of the public and of collectives of workers in the legal proceedings. 


V. I. Layvin, prosecutor of the Latvian SSR, took part in the work of the 
plenum, 
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RLO TONAL 


TURKMEN PEOPLE'S CONTROL WORK WITH LETTERS DETAILED 
Ashkhabad TURKMENSKAYA ISKRA in Russian 8 Feb 80 p 2 


/Article by Sh. Pinkhasov, head of the Bureau of Workers' Complaints and 
Suggestions, People's Control Committee, TSSR, "Maximum Attention to Letters 
and Statements” 7 


(Text/’ The new USSR Constitution, the instructions and recommendations of 
‘PSU Central Committee General Secretary, Chairman of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev concerning a keen and attentive 
attitude toward the suggestions and questions of the working people, and the 
Law on People's Control in the USSR are spurring the Soviet people to show 
ever-increasing concern for expanding the national wealth and carrying out 
the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress and the tasks of the l0th Five Year 
Plan. 


The workers of Soviet Turkmenia are increasingly submitting their suggestions 
and observations to the public and state organs. Thus, in 1979 about 7,000 
persons appealed to the republic organs of people's control, which includes 
more than 3,000 written appeals. The people are more and more acutely pre- 
senting the problems which are worrying them; they are writing on questions 
of assiduous utilization of material and monetary resources; on intensifying 
the struggle for preservation of natural resources and the environment; and 
they are speaking out against violations of state and labor discipline, 
against red tape and bureaucratisn. 


About 70 percent of the total number of statements received by the organs 
of people's control in the republic concern economic and social problems, 
and contain critical observations and suggestions for improving the work of 
enterprises in industry, construction, in the spheres of services, culture 
and health care. These include letters about arhythmic work in certain 
enterprises and the low quality of manufactured products and construction 
work, which amounted to ll percent; on the state of affairs in trade and 
public catering, 14 percents and on questions of public utilities and con- 
sumer services and living conditions, about 20 percent. About 30 percent 
of our mail consisted of letters about safeguarding socialist property, 
and intensifying the struggle with codicils, eyewash, and abuses by offic- 
ials. 








Important changes in the activiites of the organs of people's control took 
place in connection with the March 1979 decrees of the CPSU Central Committee, 
"On Further Improving Reception of Citisens at Party, Soviet and Other Organ- 
izations" and the 15th Plenum of the Central Committee of the Turkmenistan 
Communist Party » "Qo Further Perfecting Work with Letters, Statements, 
and Reception of Workers in the Light of the Requirements of the 25th CPSU 
Congrese". In carrying out the instructions contained in these party dosu- 
mente, the committees of people's control have worked out and are implement- 
ing the appropriate measures. All work with workers' .atters has been re- 
organized in the spirit of the purposes of the directions of the 25th CPSU 
Congress and the new USSR Constitution. 


About 70 percent of the letters received at the republic committee of people's 
control are scrutinized directly by the administrators of the committee. A 
commission of the bureau of workers' complaints and suggestions has been 
created, and operates on a volunteer basis; members include representatives 
of social and state organizations, the press, radio and pensioners. Results 
of specific checks on workers' letters are examined at its sessions, and 
questions are posed in connection with eliminating shortcomings and neglect 
which are brought out in the course of the checks, 


Bureaus of workers' complaints and suggestions at the committees of people's 
control in the localities have been significantly strengthened. Sectors have 
been established and officials have been given responsibility for examining 
complaints and statements at the majority of the central groups of people's 
control at enterprises and organisations. Duty personnel for organs of 
people's control have been assigned at republic, oblast,. oity and rayon com- 
mittees. Citizens are being received daily, not only on work days but also 


on Saturday and Sunday. 


The republic committee is systematically rendering the necessary assiatance 
to the oblast, city and rayon committees and to the groups of people's con- 
trol and to activists in training organizations, towards perfecting the prac- 
tice and the style of operation. Great significance is attached to puwli- 
cizing the work on letters from the workers. The results of examination of 
specific letters and suggestions from the workers, the state of affairs in 
the organizations on examining the citizens' written and oral appeals are 
systematically brought to light in the pages of the republic, oblast, city 
and rayon newspapers, on radio and telewision and at the booths of the 
people's control groups. 


Systematic generalization and discussion of the state of work with the 
workers' letters has become a part of the practical wrk of the committees, 
not only in the organizations and institutions but also in the organs of 
people's control themselves. For example, the Chardshouskaya Oblast com- 
mittees discussed the work of the Dargan-Atinskiy Rayon committee on imple- 
menting control over the rayon's enterprises and organizations in carrying 
out the decree of the CPSU Central Committee, "On Further Perfecting Work 
with Letters from Workers in the Light of the Decisions of the 25th CPSU 
Congress". The Maryyskaya Oblast committee examined questions concerning 
the work of the Bayram-Aliyskiy and Vekil'-Basarskiy rayon committees of 
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people's control on carrying out this very decree, In turn, in Bayram-Ali 

a report was heard from the group of people's control at the ain Gos- 
komsel' khoztekhniki [Stat e Committe for Agricultural Bquipme 

Association; while the Tedzshenskiy Rayon committee generalized the work in 
this direction by groups of people's control in forestry. All of this 
greatly assists the organs of people's control in assuring proper and timely 
resolution of problems raised in written and oral appeals from the citizens. 


More than one-fourth of all the checks conducted by the organs of people's 
control are conducted on the basis of letters and warnings from citizens. 
Numerous statements and suggestions from the workers have served as a basis 
for in-depth study of the state of affairs at enterprises and organizations. 
The specific question is one of the work of enterprises in trade and public 
catering, of services for veterans of the Great Patriotic War, of financial 
violations and abuses in sports organizations, and 80 on. 


While investigating the letters and warnings from the working people, the 
organs of people's control are uncovering violations of state discipline, 
and are striving for sealousness in the utilization of material and monetary 
resources; they are deciding questions of responsibility of guilty parties, 
and are assuring compensation for losses inflicted on the state. Thus, by 
checking the letters received at the TSSR Committee of People's Control, 
gross violations of fiscal-administrative discipline were uncovered at the 
Ashkhabad building materials combine of the TSSR Ministry of the Construc- 
tion Materials Industry. After examining the results of the check, the com- 
mittee delivered a severe reprimand to the director of the combine, P. 0. 
Kurabyazov for mismanagement and wastefulness, and for unauthorized expend- 
iture of state funds, and brought about the recovery of the deficit in the 
amount of two months' wages. Other officials were punished as well, 


Proofs of mismanagement, financial violations, codicils, failure to safe- 
guard socialist property and persecution for criticism were brought to light 
upon investigation of a statement in which the improper activities of the 
chief of the housing and municipal services combine of the Gasan-Kuliyskiy 
Rayon, A. Yakubov, were reported. For abuses and violation of state disci- 
pline A. Yakubov was relieved of his duties by the committee, as was the 
senior bookkeeper of the combine, B. Klychev. The head of the municipal 
services department of the executive committee of the Krasnovodskaya Oblast 
Soviet of People's Deputies, A. G. Badov, was called to strict accountability. 
The cammittee proposed that he take measures necessary for establishing the 
proper order at the combine. 


Oblast, city and rayon committees of people's control are taking various 
coercive measures as well. For example, as a result of an investigation in 
Mary upon y . wre of financial violations at the ome trust of "Turkmenren- 
vodstroy® / Turkmen SSR Rural Construction and Water Resources Dep- 

artment/ it was established that through the fault of the chief of the PMK 
/mooi1@ mechanized column/ gross abuses were permitted here. The Oblast 
Committee of People's Control brought about recovery of the deficit from the 
chief of PMK-9 Kurbanov and chief bookkeeper Nazarov in the amount of one 
month's wages, The Bayram-Aliyskiy Rayon Committee of People's Control, 











having examined the results of checking a letter concerning proofs of unauth- 
orized seisure of lands, removed a department chief of State Fruit Farm No 7, 
Bordshakov, from his post and dealt a severe reprimand to Sovkhoz Director 
Kadyrov and Chief Agronomist Mamedov, 


The Chardshou city committee of people's control discussed the results of 
checking a letter concerning inefficient use of fuel resources in the tamping 
office of the "Turkmenburgat" /Turkmen SSR Gas Supply. Administration7 
Association. Recovery of the deficit from the shop chief of this office, 
Zakladnoy, was effected in the amount of one month's salary. 


Organs of people's control are generalizing the resulte of checking letters 
and suggestions from the workers and are submitting suggestions to the min- 
istries, departments and economic organs on forestalling and eliminating the 
causes which give rise to blunders and neglect on the job, and are keeping 
the workers’ collectives informed of this. Specifically, such proposals and 
recommendations on the results of checking letters and warnings from the 
workers were submitted to the TS@R Committee of People's Control; to the Min- 
istries of Internal Affairs, Construction Materials Industry, Municipal Ser- 
vices, Agriculture, Construction, Motor Transport and Highways; and to the 
"Turkmenneftegazstroy" {Turkmen SSR Petroleum and Gas Construction 
Organization’, "Turkmengazprom" (Turkmen SSR Gas Supply Industry/, 

and "Turkmenavtotekhodsluzhivanie {Turkmen SSR Motor Maintenance 
Organization7 Associations, 


Organs of people's control are systematically checking the conditions under 
which the citizens' written and oral appeals to the republic's ministries, 
departments and organisations are considered. In the course of the year 
1979, 767 sueh checks were made, to include the system of vocational-technical 
training, the Mary department of the Central Asian Railroad, and at all the 
republic's institutions and organizations which are connected with providing 
services to veterans of the Great Patriotic War. Buring this activity it 
became clear that at a number of ministries, departments organizations and 
institutions, and departments and administrations of the executive committees 
of the soviets of people's deputies, there is still not sufficient guarantee 
for fulfilling the requirements of the party and government on perfecting 
work with letters and organizing reception of citizens, and on satisfying the 
social and domestic and spiritual needs of the populace, 


Reception of the working people is not carefully organized everywhere. Cer- 
tain administrators, especially at the enterprises and organizations of the 
services sphere, do not find time to receive visitors, do not meet with the 
wrkers in the collectives or at their homes. It is therefore not by chance 
that the number of complaints of unsatisfactory work by the enterprises of 
housing and public utilities, commmications, domestic services, box offices, 
trade and public catering, hae not declined, 


The many letters and repeated appeals and complaints to the aforementioned 
organs and the press are caused basically by their superficial examination, 
by the display of red tape, callousness and heartlessness on the part of the 
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administrators of a number of enterprises and institutions; the ministries 
and departments are poorly implementing control of examining and acting upon 
the appeals of the working people to the organizations and enterprises under 
their jurisdiction, and are not rendering them the necessary assistamce in 
arranging this work. 


Analysis of the work with written and oral citizen appeals as well as the 
reasons for them clearly shows that the majority are a result of shortcomings, 
for the most part in the style and methouw of operation at certain ministries, 
departments and administrations and the executive committees of soviets of 
workers' deputies. 


According to the calendar it is 1960—the decisive year of the 10th Five Year 
Plan. Its results depend on the timely manner in which shortcomings are 
eliminated, as noted by the workers, the authors of the letters and state- 
ments received for examination at the party, soviet and economic organs, by 
persons who feel a great responsibility, are not indifferent, and who are 
supporters of our common cause. 
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SELECTIVE LIST OF JPRS SERIAL REPORTS 


USSR SERIAL REPORTS (GENERAL) 





USSR REPORT: Agriculture 

USSR REPORT: Economic Affairs 

USSR REPORT: Construction and Equipment 

USSR REPORT: Military Affairs 

USSR REPORT: Political and Sociological Affairs 
USSR REPORT: Energy 

USSR REPORT: International Economic Relations 
USSR REPORT: Consumer Goods and Domestic Trade 
USSR REPORT: Human Resources 

USSR RFPORT: Transportation 

USSR REPORT: Translations from KOMMUNIST* 

USSR REPORT: PROBLEMS OF THE FAR EAST* 

USSR REPORT: SOCIOLOGICAL STUDIES* 

USSR REPORT: USA: ECONOMICS, POLITICS, IDEOLOGY* 


USSR SERIAL REPORTS (SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL) 





USSR REPORT: Life Sciences: Biomedical and Behavioral Sciences 
USSR REPORT: Life Sciences: Effects of Nonionizing Electromagnetic Radiation 
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